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A statue of Utkal Gourab Madhusud 
pur (the birth place of Utkal 
Chief Minister of 


an was unveiled at Satyabhama- 
Gourab) by Shri Nilamoni Routroy 
Orissa on April 28, 1978. 


Photo shows : Shri Routroy lighting the Pradeep near the statue | 
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Prime Minister in Orissa 


Chand Saudagar at Paradeep 


Madhusudan Das— 

His efforts for the Industrial 
Development of Orissa and 
his work for a united 
Oriya race 


a 
Unie Nailabala Das ‘ 


While Madhusudan was in England, he 


visited the larger industrial towns, to study 
methods of manufacture. He was convinced 
that his country could never progress unless 
its industries were developed and he never 
spared himself any expense from his hard 
earned money for the industrial development 


of Orissa. 
The Orissa Art Wares 


After his return from England he started 
a workshop on a small scale for the better 
manufacture of silver and gold filigree work 
for which Cuttack is famous throughout the 
world. Nowhere in the world could silver 
and goldsmiths make such fine wire industry 
was in a moribund condition. In order to 
revive the old art he spent considerable sums 
of money for teaching the Cuttack artisans to 
improve their craft. The filigree work, upon 
which the name and fame of Cuttack greatly 
depended in the past, was reorganised by the 
efforts of Madhusudan and brought to such 
excellence that it earned many appreciations 
from England and eleswhere in addition to 
admiration and praise at home. -The small 
concern soon became a big centre of pro- 
duction where 150 workmen worked daily 
in a special workshop erected within the 
compound of his house at Cuttack. He 
brought workmen from all over 'India to teach 
the Oriya workmen such arts in which they 
were found inefficient. His factory was 
called the “Orissa Art Wares”. Here in his 
workshop he started many other kinds of 
industries such as sola work, horn and ivory 
work, cabinet making and other kinds of 
wood work, brass, gold, silver and aluminium 
work and turned out beautiful products. 
Any good thing that he saw anywhere he 
tried to manufacture in his workshop, and 
the result was a band of highly trained work- 
men, who could stand comparison with their 
confreres in the same branch anywhere else. 
The cost of production was immaterial to him. 
He became the master artisan himself and 
taught his workmen. To produce cotton 
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iPress Appreciation 


The “Amritabazar Patrika” of Calcutta 
‘wrote on March 19th 1901 “We know the 
-Hon’ble Mr. M. S. Das as a member of the 
‘Bengal Council and a leading pleader of 
Cuttack, but it is not generally known that he 
-isa man of the highest genius. During his 
-travels in Europe he was very forcibly impre- 
ssed with the idea that India could be raised 
by Industry alone. It also occurred to him 
that unless educated men stepped forward 


-and took an active interest, the profitable 


industries of this cguntry for which India was 


sonce famous, would die out or pass into the 


-hands of the people of the West. We have 
-always held that if we have the will, we can 
‘Work out our salvation to a large extent by our 
‘0Wn exertion. Mr. Das had found out another 
Cause which has killed the native India indus- 
tries, and it was that preference was frequently 
found to be given to Europe-made articles 
over Indian products made by Indians them- 
-Selves, and the reason was not far to seek. 
‘While in other countries the services of the 
best intellects are obtainable in the industrial 
Pursuits, in India it is only the men belonging 
to the professional castes, who are generally 
illiterate, that follow them. Consequently 
‘the things turn out by Indian workmen have 
in many cases no fine finish and are wanting 
in variety of design. These drawbacks, how- 
ever, Mr. Das has sought to remove in the 

Case of various fancy wares of gold and silver. 
Mr. Das is determined to do something to 
'Mprove the local industries of Orissa. We 

May, however, emphatically say that Mr. Das 

aka a very noble example by opening out 
fields eS of our educated countrymen new 

ungaree eerptise which have hitherto been 

‘and showing one of the best and 


Palen the only possible method of impro- 
ving the natural resources of India”. 


The “Bengali”, of Calcutta wrote “The 
example of our Hon'ble friend Mr. Das of 
Cuttack ought to be followed everywhere 
for the revival and development of industries, 
He is now engaged in this work, winning 
golden opinion for himself and nobly helping 
forward the development of industries in this 
province”. 


Such were the “golden opinions” of the 
public, and officials as well as non- officials 
+had great appreciation for his work. But all 


the good opinion of the public and the 
appreciation of officials could not help the 
Orissa Art Wares to survive. After the loss 
of about a lakh of rupees, Madhusudan was 
obliged to close his workshop. The artisans 
of Cuttack, who were taught in his workshop, 
carried on the trade, and people outside 
Orissa are reaping the benefit of his great 
experiment and enterprise. There have now 
sprung up half a dozen silver and goldsmith’s 
workshops at Cuttack, which are owned by 
Sindhis and Marwaris who have engaged 
Madhusudan‘’s workmen, and his original 
and exquisite designs are still in great demand. 
Indian sophisticated ladies are now patronis- 
ing fine silver filgree wares and jewellery which 
are sent out from Orissa to all over India. In 
other countries of the world also the pioneer 
has had to suffer for his work while others 
profit by his costly experiences. The spheres 
of Madhusudan’s service to the motherland 
knew no bounds. Not satisfied with what 
he performed himself, he used to help and 
support other workers in the public cause, 
financially and otherwise, whenever occasion 
arose, in his own characteristic quiet manner, 
unknow to others and a little later forgotten 
even by himself. It is impossible to give a 
faithful account of this type of work performed 
during his life time. Had not his tenacious 
secrecy precluded all chances of access to 
information in this regard, the occasions 
themselves would be too numerous to men- 
tion. The following letter of the 25th 
December 1904 from Mr. K. C. Roy Chou- 
dhury, Editor of the “Star of Utkal”, then the 
only English weekly newspaper of Orissa, 
gives us just a little glimpse into that Carefully 
guarded corner of his life. 


Dear Mr. Das, 


You have simply overwhelmed me, 
I never did any private Service to 
you. You are Sacrificing everything 
in the service of the Country. In tha 
noble cause | have helped you 
with a little physical labour. For 
this | deserved nothing and you 
should not have Paid me anything. 
But the Way you have putit dis- 
arms all opposition. Perhaps you 
understood that, but for such help 
| should be compelled to work for 
myself in an ignoble sphere. | 
bow down to you. As God gives 


the breath to keep up my life, | 
took upon your gifts as a help to 
Preserve in the service of the 
country. My heart is full with 
your kindness; heart's blood has 
rushed to my head. | 
think cooly just now a 
Pardon me if | fail 


self Satisfactorily, 
you”, 


cannot 
nd you will 
to express my 
“May God bless 


Mansinghpatna Dacoity Case 


It has already, been Said that the Orissa 


Art wares landed Madhusudan in the loss of a 
lakh of rupees, The tk 


OSS was in fact much 
more serious than that. The Orissa Art Wares 
brought him troubles from unexpected quar- 
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was sent by the Government of Gane = 
enquire into the matter and on his nas 
Bengal he submitted a report upon rake of 
Government was satisfied about the pe 
the aspersions cast on Madhusudan’s asus 
by the Police. Madhusudan was a Ae 
that the Government's confiedence ile fresh 
remained unshaken. In the mean dis: 
Proofs regarding the dacoity case w to the 
Covered in Calcutta, and satisfied as sinh 
innocence of the accused of the wee 
Patna Dacoity Case, the Govern aaa 
ditionally released them from the An 5 fig 
Very few records of a similar aes the 
for the vindication of justice in uphol Be: 
cause of the innocent and the OPP ule 
Could be found in the annals of ate ihe 
in India. This one case alone prove 
fighiting quality of the greatman. 


The Utkal Tannery 
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‘way even to foreign markets where they 
fetched high prices. Apart from tanning the 
factory turned out beautiful bags, trunks, 
suit cases, and boots and shoes and supplied 
acquirements to the Police Department of the 
Government of Bengal as well as to Post and 
Telegraph Department of the Government of 
India on contract. He had the Tannery in 
hand for nearly a quarter of a century and 
loved it like his own child. Nearly all his 
learnings went to maintain the Tannery. The 
establishment of this pioneer industry in 
Orissa cost him a fortune and financial ruin. 
He mortgaged his house, the Tannery and his 
all, and yet he could not meet the demands 
of the Tannery. Its fame had reached 
England, Europe and Japan but unfotrunately, 
the fame alone could not make the Tannery 
live. Mahatma Gandhi attached a double 
importance to the Tannery when he pointed 
out that over and above being a great indus- 
trial enterprise, the Tannery was a practical 
step towards solving the problem of untouch- 
ability. Here is what Mahatrna Gandhi said 
in one of his statements to the Associated 
Press in 1932. 


“Madhusudan Das was (Mahatmajee 
took it that Madhusudan was no longer 
alive) a great philanthropist and had himself 
learnt the modern process of tanning, 
‘had prepared statistics to show what 
the country was loosing annually owing 
to the superstition of | untouchability, 
Masquerading under the name of religion. 
Harijan workers can learn the method 
-and acquaint the tanners with it in so far 
as it is practicable.” 


Mr. B. M. Das, Superintendent, 
Calcutta Reasearch Tannery, in his Report 
on the Utkal Tannery, writes—lIt is beyond 
all contradiction that in starting tanning, 
boot and shoe making, and the manufacture 
of such leather goods as bags, suitcases, 
saddlery, etc., ona regular factory scale, 
and by the employment of modern western 
methods and machinery, the Utkal Tannery 
of Cuttack was the first in the province 
of Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa. A mint of 
money had been spent, and years of 
devoted labour given by the proprietor, 
in pioneering the industry. After all 
this, it is now a satisfaction to find that 
much of the spade-work is done. Workable 
‘Manufacturing process have evolved out of 


his sustained efforts; experts and labour 
have been trained, articles are being 
manufactured whose demand is now 
more than the supply; and above ll, a 
reputation has been created for the 
Tannery, and public confidence has been 


inspired as to the capacity of the Tannery 
to maintain the excellence of the products. 


To other letters to 
might also be quoted 


the 
here— 


same effect 


Government House, Patna 
January 17th 1922 
“| have, at various times during the 


last few years, had business 
with the Utkal Tannery of Cuttack, 


chiefly in connection with — light 
fancy work such as the dyeing 
and tanning of snake and _ lizard 


skins, for ladies betts, shoes, bags, 
etc. | have invariably been satisfied 
with the result. The skins have 
been greatly appreciated as 
presents, and the’ gift of one 
has almost invariably led to an 
order for more. 


Sd. H. LEMESURIER 
(Acting Governor B. & O.) 


To the Hon’ble Mr. Madhusudan Das, C. I. E. 


Dear Mr. Das, 


| take this opportunity to say that 
| have always been much interested 
in your efforts to develop the 
industries of Orissa and in particular, 


in the Tannery which you have 
established at Cuttack, which will 
| hope, devepol into 4 really 
successful undertaking. | have 
as you know, ordered several 
things there myself, and the 
articles supplied have invariably 


given satisfaction, 


Yours very truly, 
(Sir) E. A. GAIT, 


Lieutenant Governor, B. & O. 


We shall see later on, that for this 
Tannery he was ruined, and became 
penniless in his old age. He had to 
place all his properties and possessions 


at the disposal of the court, and to declare 
himself insolvent. He bore his adversity 
like a saint unaffected by wordly good 
or evil, and never forgot his self respect 
and honour. The spirit of  self-will and 
faith in God kept him up in the last 
years of his life. Only once did he show 
his weakness for the Tannery, and that 
was on the morning it was auctioned. 


He 
lay unconscious for eight hours, and 
when he regained his senses, he only 
said “Oh God, Thy will be done”, and 


never again spoke about the Tannery. 


It was like the death of a pet child to him. 


His work for a United Oriya Race 


Earlyin the present century Madhusudan 
began to realise that unless the Oriyas, 
inhabiting all the provinces into which 
they had been scattered for the Purpose 
of administrative unit, their Culture and 
indentity would be lost. Besides the 
Oriyas had all along been in a weaker 
Position with respect to other People in 
the respective provinces On account of 
their being in a minority in each. On 
this account they not Only lost in Material 
respecis but had also to Suffer constant 
humiliation. Their Prestige in : 
a whole had also suffe 
Madhusudan 
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Madhusudan used to set up large coloured: 
paintings and posters, 


showing a_ dis- 
membered nation’s 


pligjht, at garden: 
parties or other public functions at his 
house. Most realistically depicted, these 
were intended to be constant reminders 


to the Government of the injustice and 
hardship 


caused to the Oriyas by 
Government's —_ administrative grouping 
regardless of race, culture, _ history, 


associations and other —_ considerations, 


like convenience and efficiency. 


Of the 


' two illustrations reproduced 
in this chapter out of his numerous 
creations, one reprints the vicisection 


the Oriya speaking country, the membels 
of whose body are disjoined and app! 


Priated by the — several neighbouring 
Provinces. The other shows _ thd 
Ganjam, the daughter of Orissa is " 
exile, 


and Mother Utkal is separated PY 
the Gulf of administration from her daughtel 
who wishes to come back to the mothe! 
but is helpless, These pictorial symobli¢ 


representations told a story more power 
full than anything else. 
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, rural uplift and removal of un- 
touchability indicate how Madhusudan 
was fight in his almost dogmatic faith 
in the reorganisation of the masses. 


The difference of opinion regarding 
the method of conducting political work 
in India resulted ultimately in his succession 


from membership of the Indian National 
Congress and the inauguration by him 
of the Utkal Union Conference. It was 


a characteristic of Madhusudan to prove 
to those cisagrecd with him the correctness 
of his views by putting them to the test 
of actual operation. The Utkal Union 
Conference was started partly to fulfil 
this purpose also. 


The Utkal Union Conference 


The “Conference” held its first 
session at Cuttack during December 1903. 
This was the first occasion on which, 
in India to vernacular of a province was 
used in a provincial Conference. His 
daughter, Shoila Bala was his right hand 
at this time, and helped him in organising 
the Conference. She started a volunteer 
corps in which five hundred — students 
joined to serve their motherland. The 
Capiain of ihe Volunteer’s corps was 
the late Babu Sashi Bhusan  Satpathy, 
(Deputy Magistrate) who worked under 
Shoila Bala’s direction. The first Industrial 
and Agricultural Exhibition of Orissa was 
organised and held at Cuttack along with 
the conference. Delegates from all Oriya 
Speaking tracts came to Cuttack to attend 
the Conference and were Madhusudan’s 
guesis, the Rajas as well as others. He 
spent almost a fortune on the Conference, 
rousing the dormant national consciousness 
of the Oriyas. The Conference did immence 
service !n creating a national feeling 
amongst the Oriyas. 


The late Maharaja Sree Ramchandra 
Bhanj Deo of Mayurbhanj presided over 
the Conference, and almost all the 
feudatory chiefs of Orissa attended it. 
That was the first and the last “One 
Man's show”, as some of the Bengal 
papers described the Conference. The 
other sessions of ihe Conference that 
followed year after year were taken 
charge of by the people of the various 


localities where they were held. The 
success of the Conference convinced the 
people that when a selfless man, with 
his country’s interest at heart sets to 
work with a will, he can achieve a 
triumph not only personal but national. 
The fire thus kindiled by Madhusudan 
in the hearts of these people never died 
out. The Conference was a roaring 
success. The powerful speeches of 
Madhusudan and his’ personal contact 
with the people from different parts of the 
Oriya speaking tracts and of different 
stations in life brought them on a common 
platform of brother-hood which had been 
unknown in the past. 


Press Comments 


The late Editor of the “Amrita Bazar 


Patrika”, Babu Motilal Ghose, wes present 
at this unique gathering of the Oriya 
people, and paid enthusiastic compliments 


the great success of 
idea that 


to Madhusudan on 


the conference. He had no 

the Oriya people could get up such a 
show and create a precedent for ndia. 
Speaking of Madhusudan the ‘‘Amrita 
Bazar Patrika’”” observed, “It is a problem 
how he, being only a District pleader’ 
(he afterwards became an advocate) 
“could command such __ influence. It is 
because of his character. Though a 


Christian by faith, he is absolutely trusted 
and respected by both the Mussulmans 
and the Hindus. He is a man of: strong 
mind, positive in the extreme, and always 
has his own ways of doing things. But 
ever one knows that he is thoroughly 
honest, unselfish, and philanthropic in 
his tendencies. He apparently gains 
confidence from every one.” 


The “New _ India” 
regarding the work of 
in 1904. “However much 
impelled to 
somewhat — suspicious 
aspects of ihe 
Madhusudan Das 


said 

the 
one 

disapprove, or 


as follows 
Conference 
may feel 
even feel 
of some of the 
work in which Babu 
has for some years 
past been engaged for the consolidation 
and elevation of the Oriya speaking 
population. It would be absolutely unjust 
to deny that he is, perhaps, be only 
Movement, at least on this side of India 
which has been seeking to ally _ itself 
directly with the masses of our people. 


The Utkal conference is only about a 
year old, and it is surprising to learn that 
alredy the nucleus of a powerful and 
widespread _ orgainsation extending itself 
to the remotest and most obscure village 
of the province, has been formed; and 
a good deal of excellent work is being 
quietly done by the agents and __ itinerant 
missionaries of the Conference from day 
to day. An important mass meeting, held 
at Puri on Sunday last, resolved to boycott 
to some extent, the Marwari traders of 
the country who would give any special 
preference to imported articles in their 
trade with the People. All this shows 
how the Swadeshi movement which is 
Practically confined among us to qa very 
small section of the middle Classes, has 
permeated more or less, in Orissa, am 

the masses, and this is due, we think, 
very largely to the labour of Babu 
Madhusudan Das, and is one of the 
earliest fruits of the Utkal Conference of 
which he is the very life and soul. 


ong 


“Unlike our Own Provincial 


the Of Which 


Conferences 


} Conducte, 
out in the vernacular of the rove ough 
thus Its aims and Objects Could be ¢ aaa 
readily Understood b m ol pore 
sip than has hitherto een ean the 
the case of the Bengal Provincial Coren in 
ence, 
“Nor has the ¢ 
R Nfer 
iM uy Way, it seems to sae ruffered 
Itself aloof from Present day x ©eping 
Politics. If the Conf Mendicant 
to spread bold ideas amo oe help 
important €conomic questi © People On 
organises Means f ae ‘ and 
alee Mtatany and technical P f &duca_ 
A wotian aM Population of the fine 1S 
ave 'Oving 
it seem v, More soli 
rhioie Abs S_ than has Vee id Work, 
pte by an ° . © far been 
More — pretentious larger ang f 
Country, ement ie 
@ 
A crisis to the Confereng 
Just five q 
began, all the psfore the nf 
Ommittee who ers f th cone 
ere Go erm SCUtive 
icials 


suddenly resigned. Madhusudan be 
astonished at the attitude of the ne. 
ment officers, but he found out that er 
was due to a circular by the Comma 
of Orissa forbidding the Government oa 
to take part in the Conference. The did 
Mittee felt that unless Madhusuceiim 
something, the whole Conference wou es 
a failure, as in view of the Commi be 
attitude the Feudatory Chiefs wou nce: 
Prevented from attending the con 
A long telegram containing all the t the 
lutions which were to be moved ee 
Conference was sent to the Liete 
Governor at Calcutta by Madhusudat 
his comments on the attitude of the ment 
Missioner. [In reply, the Gove 
asked the Commissioner to oP a ful 
Madhusudan that the Government nove’ 
SyMpathy with that great Oriya " be 
Ment, and asked the Commissioner ern” 
Present at the Conference as the Go*oud 
ment's representative. Thus the yan 
Which had threatened a great stor oct 
hed, ang every thing passed off SMO — i. 

Ommissioner attended the dust! 
daily, and opened the !n tn? 


Agricultural Exhibitions of 
Conference, 


The Conference Pugree 


the 

All “tHie: didlogates including i 
President, the Maharahja of MayUl py 
Wore special head dress desig @? 
Madhusudan —a pale pink silk Pe nel 
Which wags Meant to be a symbol Z iN 
unity. He had brought the metre y 
the Conference, and also the ane ni 
Orissa, One and all, rich and por a uv 
and tenants, the learned ', 0 
‘sat on the same P? 10 
itvespective of caste, ae |@ 
Madhusudan himself | edt 
floor with all classes ad ‘0 
ol im. The spirit donne 04 
flow o*erence has now almost | On 
An in the political activities c 0 
nts Spirit flows in its P!4 


Sit on the 
aroun 


n 

his Naturally differ as to the othe 

tefere, ON& course to the the 2 
£Nce to the needs of 

on » Powever, is perhaps to be 

Maan hands that the classes % 

0 so sudan sought to achiev a 
Some extent been shaken. !t 
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‘inmost heart of the great founder of the 
Utkal Union Conference to note during his 
last days that the later sessions of the 
Conference were losing sight of his unique 
‘character and purpose of its existence. 


/ Madhusudan thought half a century 
in advance of his time. He was like a tall 
Oak, towering above all other trees in 
personal grandeur. He started to work 
single handed, without the benefit of the 
Co-operation of his fellowmen for the 
realisation of the dream of his life :— the 


regeneration of Orissa by means. of 
industrial development and the growth of a 
national life. Some of his best friends in 
other provinces called him a “Freak of 
Nature”. Had he been born in Bengle or 
some other province more advanced than 
Orissa, he might have been more fortunate 
as to his comreds-in-arms. Born to all the 
handicaps he had to bear in Orissa, he 
never let the man in him given to the 
obstacles he had to encounter throughout 
his life. Madhusudan fought the battle of 
the pioneer all alone. 


“Courtesy —Souvenir on Utkal Divas and 
Madhusudan, 


Utkal Gourab 
Rourkela—1 972. 
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Shri Durendra Mohanty 


Aiiter Madhu Sudan’‘s insolvency, all 
was lost but honour. Honour required 
that all be given, and Madhusudan 
gave to the battle all the pentup energy of 
his long-chequered career. The storm of 
misfortune had bent the tree but could 
not break it. Insolvency on top of defeat 
and frustration did not dim his indomitable’ 
spirit. He was now nearing the advanced 
age of eighty ; yet he was as active as 
ever and met the vicissitudes of life, with 
singular vigour and cheerfulness. Besides 
earning his bread from a dwindling legal 
practice, and rehabilitating himself finan- 
cially he had to bear on his shoulders the 
burdens of a strenuous public life almost 
single-handedly like the mythical Atlas. 
He had neither remorse nor regrets. His 
heart was full to brim with love and com- 
Passion for his fellowmen, friends and foes 
alike, and in love he had found a new 
strength to overcome the tragic vicissitudes 
of his personal life. At this time, he had 
selected the phrase “Omnia Vincit Amor” 
(love overcomes everything) from Virgil, 
as the crest of his personal Stationery, to 
proclaim as though, his invincibility in the 
midst of alround defeat and disaster. He 
was sustained through these trials and 
tribulations, by his unflinching faith in God, 
his singular intransigence, and total dedi- 
cation to the cause of the people. 


Life was not without its ironies. A 
casual relation of his had purchased his 
huge sprawling house in auction-sale and 
Madhusudan had to pay monthly rent for 
occupying a portion of that house as a 
tenant. Most of the time he was in arrears 
of rent ; yet he considered it against his 
honour not to clear the arrears at the 
earliest opportunity, even though he could 
well afford to live in that house, free of rent 
without joss of grace ; for it had been 
alleged that the property had been purchased 
in “Benami” in the auction sale, by his own 
money, which of course his relations had 
amassed in their personal accounts. 


Madhusudan was aware of this; yet his 
sense of honour would not brook the idea 
of living under another man’s roof, without 
paying rent and obtaining proper receipt 
for it. For some months, Madhusudan had 
been in arrears of rent. On December 3rd, 
1927, he wrote a letter to his “landlord’’. 


1 am sending you by money order 
Rs. 200. That ~ clears up the 
arrear rent to the end of September 
1927. | hope to pay up to the 
balance of the arrears soon. | 
have to work hard but | am thank- 
ful to God for having given me the 
necessary strength to sit  uptil 
2 a. m. God is good. God has 
been kind to me, notwithstanding 


my sins and shortcomings. 
From the letter it would be indicated 
the Job-like — stoicism, heroism and 


endurance, with which Madhusudan stood 
firm on his grounds, in the midst of Surging 
Streams of catastrophe, which would have 
washed any lesser man away. 


Even at the advanced 
frail body struck by infirmiti 
contained the indomitable 
and patriot and was domi 


age of 80, that 
€s_and ailments 
Spirit of a hero 


Cominated by g Mind 
which was ever Working and fighting to 
Obtain for the Oriyas their legitimate Place 

in the Councils of the Indian Omini 
It was this spirit which hag non 

Base ad animated hi 
throughout © his life, and even at that d k 
hour of defeat, it Fay ar 

had not diminisheg. 
Just two days before 
his house through Pou SOurt-sale of 
news of the sudden deat Aen the 
Nath Banerjee, had teacheq ue Surendra 
colleague coendta Nath hag been athe 
epee fis from the late alsnite 4 dear 
Sei eeu in Calcutta to the. t the 
Ministry ura Delhi. Both haq petal 
oe Under Dp archy ang ‘ 8CCepteq 
aeeothe On atassi 3 Situatio ne 10 face 
Madhus * Pearin f the ae On that 
his followers a 'StiY summone 7 News, 
Pere els and askeq tanec Ome o 
9 in @) 

the death fe Town i toc eue 
3th Of ‘the emi ni °ndole “Uno 
Fesolution haq been Patriot Beran 
Condoling adopted in gthy 

UPON the the meat; 
Patriot an EXtolling ct Of the _°eting 
eeuse oflindian aoc. bls Setvicgg ent 
nati Nalism, The {© the 
£Cting 


had been presided over by Madhusudan. 
At the end of the meeting he had advised 
the organisers to send the lengthy resolu- 
tion by telegram to the bereaved family. 
But in the morning the text of the resolu- 
tion was forwarded back to Madhusudan 
by the organisers of the meeting so that 
he could despatch the same by telegram, 
though they knew it well that his house 
was about to be auctioned away in court: 
sale, the following day ; and he was going 
to be rendered homeless and almost 4 
Pauper except for the clothes in which he 
Stood. An inmate of Madhusudan’s house- 
hold could not brook this and came to 
Madhusudan to complain of the insensi- 


bility Of his followers. Madhusudan kept 
Silent for a while looking 


very grave a 
then with a smile he said to the cons 
ining inmate, “But | am the first pub 


man in Orissa + and | am still _ living. bs 
whom else they should look up to for help 
and succour ? Better find out the money 
tO send the telegram without delay.” My 
Majesty and fortitude which kept Madh 
Sudan animated at that hour of peels 
eeetophe | ‘can be borne. out. fromm 


simple event, which was symptomatic: 


_ A sense of remoteness from the ourent 
of time haq Crept into Madhusudan and’, 
Started Considering himself a “backnumb® F 
He day at a Public meeting in the 1° 


a5 
mp, Cuttack he referred to himsell nis 
backnumber”, 


because he had take” 59 
gree at the Calcutta University ov? 
Yeats before Mr. Justice Sadasiv 
WhO was in the chair on the oor i 
Neatly turned the tables on him by veto 
a Couple of verses from the 10th chaP ya 
© Geeta and showing how the ite i 
Sraduate hag Maintained his first Fr publ 
ie Manifold activities of his late! shel 
<3 Notwithstanding his aloofness und 
Was Much coming and going of the y ov 
8€Neration Of leaders of Orissa ; NOM? jh?! 
a0 Consulting Madhusuda? itu 
Without elections, of i et 
What their next step was ' st 
answer was that they were J! 
'. Das and could ue 
d do until they had obt@ 


alr 
jo™ 


Premier, 
lf askeq 
Usual] 


f 
dé 
uo 

nue 5n 
had Even at that hour of crisis, Ma? ef 
NOt lost his spirit of intransi9 


sense of pride. Requests were daily 
pouring in, to send a message, even a line 
to some conference or the other. On 
September 28th 1927, he had sent the 
following message to the Utkal Students’ 
Conference, which conveyed his indomitable 
spirit that had not yet accepted defeat : 


me I am now in my eightieth 
year and have been adjudicated 
an insolvent’, the message said : 
“But though | am_ eighty years old, 
my mission of life today is what 
it was half-a-century ago and 
that mission is to. bring Utkal to 
the notice of the world. Utkal 
Tannery landed me on insolvency 
but it earned for Utkal the admira- 
tion of the whole civilised world. 
Students should aim at elevating 
Utkal. If the first graduate 
could do all this, much can be 
done by succeeding generations, 
if they realise their responsibility 
not as individuals but as members 
of a nation.” 


In 1927 the Indian Statutory Com- 
mission was appointed by His Majesty 
King George V under the chairmanship of 
Sir John Allseebrook Simon, to propose 
further constitutional reforms for India. 
The subject maiter of the enquiry by the 
Commission had vital bearings upon the 
scope, nature and extent of the provincial 
administrations. On behalf of Orissa a 
number of memoranda and representations, 
Urging creation of a separate Utkal Pro- 
vince had been submitted to the Simon 
Commission, so that the Reforms could 
have any meaning and significance for the 
Oriya-speaking people, who were living as 
Cultural and linguistic minorities under 
different provincial administrations. 


The Commission has its sittings in 
Paina, in the December of 1928. What 
With inclemency of weather and with 
infirmities of age, Madhusudan did not 
appear before the Commission in Patna. 
But the Oriya representatives who had 
appeared before the Commission had 
pleaded unanimously for the creation of a 
Separate Province for Orissa as otherwise 


the Constitutional Reforms would be 
Meaningless and unreal to the Oriya- 
Speaking people. 
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But there might have been a more 
fundamental reason why Madhusudan 
refrained from appearing before the Com- 
mission. Since the Montague-Chelmsford 
Reforms of 1918, a proposal for constituting 
Orissa as a sub-province under a Deputy- 
Governor was being loudly discussed in 
certain quarters in Bihar and Orissa, 
Madhusudan was the author of this proposal 


which, though it did not commend itself 
to Montague-Chelmsford Committee was 
being voiced from time to time. But the 


concept of a sub-province did not find favour 
with a large section of public opinion in 
Orissa. Madhusudan had moreover no 
illusions about the recommendations of the 
Simon Commission in regard to a separate 
province for Orissa ; as doubts about the 
financial viability. of Orissa had bedevilled 
the chances for a separate province. 
Knowing the financial position of the 
composite Province of Bihar and Orissa as 
one of its ex-Ministers Madhusudan had 
no doubt in his mind that judged on this 
criterion the prospects of a separate 
Province for Orissa had a no legs to stand 
upon. He had, therefore, made the novel 
recommendation for a separate Minister 
for Orissa within the framework of the 
Provinces of Bihar and Orissa, to remain 
in full charge of all the transferred subjects 
relating to Orissa. But this ploy also did 
not find any sympathetic response and the 
all-parties-Conference had rejected the 
proposal. Under the circumstances 
Madhusudan did not consider it worthwhile 
to attend the sittings of the Simon Com- 
mission in Patna, even though his trusted 
lieutenants under the leadership of Braja- 


sundar Das had appeared before the 
Commission. 
Not unlike the Montague-Chelmsford 


Committee, the Simon Commission, though 
not inclined to redraw the map of India 
according to some new pattern, recognised 
that “the Oriya case was deserving of 
sympathy”, inasmuch as the “Union that 
now exists between Bihar and Orissa is 
a glaring examplé of the artificial connec- 
tion of areas which are not Naturally related”. 


The Simon Commission was so deeply 
impressed with the Orissa case that a sub- 
committee under — the chairmanship — of 
Maj. Attlee was formed to examine it 


afresh. The sub-committee 


recommended 
the creation of a separate Province for 
Orissa ; although it recognised that the 
decision involved the larger question of 


subdivision of existing provinces. 


In pursuance of this recommendation, 
in 1931, the Orissa Committee Was appoin- 
ted by the Government of India under the 
chairmanship of Sir Samuel 0° Donnell 
to determine the boundaries of the proposed 
Province and report on the administrative, 
financial and other consequences of such 
a Province. After nearly half a century of 
unremitting struggle for bringing the 
historic land of “‘Utkal to the notice of the 
World” which Madhusudan had Carried on 
single-handed, the 
sight. Madhusudan’s 
about to be fulfilled. 


end was almost in 
life’s mission Was 


In the 
issues, 
moment, 
might 
indeed. 


context of the 
which were being 

a separate Province for Orissa 
seem too meagre an Objective 
Even the truncated Province of 
Orissa, which came into existence Out of 
these labours was little Short of a Cari- 
cature of the glorious Utkal of Madhusudan’s 
dreams. But for Madhusudan 
Orissa Province, however 
an enduring symbol 
the Oriya people and 


momentous 
fought at the 


their identification. 
“Orissa regenerate 'S to me 
regeneration for th Whol oe 
of India,” Wrote Iy Atha.Ge Ar 
in the columns Ofae: eon 
USES ST Fats d a 3 
Not be the Poorest jp peed 
Its People are in n Reet 
to those of Other Pa eet 
They have a fine histo oe 
Sor hey oat all their 
temples, The ave ent 
Ht Universe 'N thei nae 
No’ i 
a WS no Stinction Who 
S  creaty And el 
relate, ‘Under the * Yet, sag to 
the ighty ina Vs adow of 
Het in thousands Sa be 
Co} _ Chronic bp Itis 3 Tan 
famine, Chro hoe toni 
here h vi aoe ‘ 
el se Ow- 
Peopl so Much by ® eyes Of the 
MUCh  desnaj Snknesg 
ness Ge less. 
as in Orissa TUCh lifeless. 


Since the beginning of his public life, 
in the eighties of the previous century, 
Madhusudan had been struggling for vi 
“regeneration” of Orissa and its people, W i 
had been impoverished and kept retards 
through manchinations of men and circum 
stances, Notwithstanding their “fine history 
and “magnificent 


temples”. Madhusudan 
worked hard to infuse a ray of hope 
where prevailed “so much blankness, : 
much despair, so much lifelessness - 


B Fi ; at 
Separate Orissa Province was a step in th 


direction and at long last that was going 
to be achieved. 


The appointment of the Orissa Cons 
Mittee was an occasion for hectic activité 
for Madhusudan, Notwithstanding K 
Crippling age. He moved and worked ee 
One possessed, Sometimes late into 
night. Representations had to be ey 
evidences Collected, arguments marsha 
and the witnesses appearing before dan 
Committee Properly briefed. Madhut ol 
ad not a Moment of respite. A new P $ 
Surged in his tired, dried-up_veins- ne 
though through an uncanny magi¢ 
Octogenarian had been suddenly transP? nd 


Back to the years of his youth 
dreams ! 


@ 
_ The Orissa Sub-Committee of 
Simon 


: mmission had not recomme 
Nclusion of the Oriya-speaking singh ino? 
district in Bihar, in the proposed Prot 
PF Orissa, €presentations had, 1” ” sof 
®fore the Orissa Commi iin” 
Singbhum with Orissa ° iv? 
Ural and adm ini gtr ae jot? 
S. But mere represen 

avail 


Despite the infirmitie® agp 

visited Jongh ns 

in other parts of 210" ia! 

Support for Orissa P* gsi! 

Ommittee. Madhusudan’s nd ed 

UM proved in the ful 
“der pressure from pow?! od. 
* yet he had not despall? 


i toure 


mal 
+ publ ani’ 
Was Madhusudans’s last work in Po 


if 
t @ 
'S Membership on yet anotn” us 
°° which had been appoint?’ pb 

chairmanship of Sir J. A 


(subsequently the Governor of Orissa) to 
recommend on the administrative set up 
of the future province of Orissa. To this 
task Madhusudan addressed himself with 
diligence and poured ‘is heart and soul 
into it. At the end of the deliberations 
of the Committee Sir John wrote a per- 
Sonal letter to Madhusudan, in which he 
had recorded his deep appreciation of 
Madhusudan’s help : “You must be very 
much gratified,’ Shri John wrote, “to think 
that the object which you have had at 
heart for so many years is now in_ sight of 
fulfilment.” 


President, Madhu Smruti, 
Cuttack, Orissa. 


But Sir John’s prophecy did not 
come true Madhusudan breathed his last 
on the 4th February 1934 ; even before 
the Attlee Committee finally recommended 
transfer of Parlakhemundi and Jalpur to 
the proposed Province of Orissa. His 
death news burst over the people like a 
thunder and the daily Samaja of Cuttack 


proclaimed the end under _ full spread 
banner. “THE GREATEST CROWN OF 
ORISSA IS NO MORE”, 


Verily he was a king, as in life, so in 
death. 
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The revival of 
Oriya national 
identity and Utkal 
Gourab Madhusudan 


Sih PHA Dill Oxi Dp-Qyige 


Shri Bimal Krishna Pal 
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The mutual interdependence’ between 
culture and liberation had 
national and international 
the 19th and first 
century due to the 
weaker nations 
officolonia| 


Fassumed great 
=) importance in 
decades of the fe 
resistance of militaty 
against the aggress 
Powers, Just in the mc 
Warfare, the Marching army is suppor n 
byan umbrella of airforce, foreign aggress 
have their Cultural counter-part_ in ign 
form of foreign missionaries, _ fore! 


¢ ress 
literature, language, art, culture, 4 
food and 


‘onalis® 
Manners calculated to acne 
and demoralise the would-be cong tio 
People, so that in the process of subjug4 


Pits 
the agony of Subjugation would !008° f 
teeth under 


ion 
the cover of a consolati0 u 
Sreater identi 


: ty, with the conqueror dian 
his mode of life. In India, great tui! 
leaders of the 19th and 20th eerie | 
therefore, utilised the revival of ooo 
Indian Culture, philosophy, — myth? an 
traditions customs, rituals, manne! “a. 


dress of the perk itl 


the continued Pr ti" 
Struggle against the foreign dor ell 
uch a strategy has now received "eau 
tional cognition and has been ' 
to fixe 


Strategic Principles. 


in his thesis “Culture eat 

Liberation 1976)" describes the lot” 

of resistance against —_ foreign 

Powers in €se words: nl 
‘ isa, 
Essential feature of col oly 
iS the destruction of 4 ? a 
identity, On a_ subject «np 


suppressing * id! 
Ways of living and — 
together with introduction 
eas and values.” 


“can 
_ Another Qteat South Atty if 
National : Cabra 
leader Axilcan 


UNESCO in 
follows:— 


the 
subject as 


‘thesis submitted to 
1976 amplifies the 


“The exercise of imperialist domination 
demands cultural oppression, but 
the people are able to create 
and develop a liberation movement 
because it keeps its culture 
alive in the teeth of organised 
repression of cultural life, because 
its politics-military resources being 
destroyed it continues to resist 
culturally. People’s art will reflect 
our struggle.” 


Unless this implication of the historical-cum- 
theoretical background is fully _ realised, 
Wwe cannot appreciate and assess the 
value of the lifelong contributions of at 
least two of our great leaders of Oriya 
Movement of establishing Oriya National 
Identity, namely, Utkal Gourab Madhusudan 
and Pandit Godabaris Misra. 


Due to the exigencies of the present 
occasions, this rather incomplete account 
has to be confined to the lifelong con- 
tribution of Utkal Gourab Madhusudan, 
Postponing for the Present the implications 
of the great nation-building contributions 
Of pandit Godabaris Misra unless it is 
Indispensably relevant for the  subject- 
matter of the Present discussion. 


_ Utkal Gourab Madhusudan _ was fully 
alive to the dangers of his life's missions 
for Revival of Oriya National Identity. 

&se dangers past and present as _ it 
then existed, may be summarised as 
Follows: 


(a) Under the British Rule, the first 
calamity was the recognition of 
at least 26 states of Orissa, 
which were once a_ part and parcel 
of the Oriya Kingdom, into 26 
Sovereign States. In the cases 
of the Empress v. Keshab Mahajan 
and Empress v. Udit Prasad 
{ILR 8 Calcutta 985 (Full Bench) ] 
it was decided that Mayurbhanj 
was not a part of British Orissa. 


(4) Most of the border areas of Orissa 
were inhabited by Adivasis who 
were victims of conversion by 


Christian missionaries and they could 
be made to forget their ancient 
Oriya heritage and thus offering 
handicap to Oriya unification. 
This calamity actually happened 
in Assam necessitating separate 
States for  Adivasis. 


(¢ 


~~ 


Ancient native Oriya culiure 
had not only to pretect _ itself 
from the Preaching of the missio- 
naries, but from the penetrating 
influence of three other Provincial 
cultures viz., Hindi in the North 
and North-West, Telugu in the 
South, and Bengali in the East, 
which had already swallowed 
up parts of Orissa under their 
respective border areas. 


(7) There was no unified cultural, 
educational, social, political and 
administrative authority to safeguard 
or champion the cause of Orissa 
as a whole. 


(e) Though the freedom loving Oriyas 
did not accept the imposed 
British Rule so recently imposed 
upon them in 1803, and the 
remembrance __ of independent 
Orissa was foremost in their 
mind, yet the failure of the paik 
revolt and other localised rebellions 
Particularly those of Bir Surendra 
Sai and the rebellions in Parla- 
khemundi and Ghumsar and other 
places made it clear that freedom 
from the alien Rule must be 
fought out on all-India__ basis 
and it cannot succeed locally. 


Utkal Gourab Madhusudan was alive 
to all these handicaps and the centrifugal 
tendencies which had to be guarded 
against. He knewof the external weakness 
of the people and also of their inner 
strength. He abused nobody,  befriened 
all but never forgot for a moment his 
main task—The establishment of the identity 
of the Oriya Nation with all its manifesta- 


tion, e. g. Culture, — tradition, mythology, 
arts and crafts, folklore including religious 
ceremonies. Though not frightening the 


Opposing forces, he never forgot the 


great task of making Oriya the mother- 
tongue of Adivasis of Orissa. In his 


editorial of ‘The Oriya’, in October, 1918, 
he recorded the fact: 


“Instead losing its vitality 


in 
any degree, the Oriya 


language 
has been adopted by the hill 
tribes and is now their mother- 
tongue.” 


He gave a fittingre 
decision of the ¢. 


repeatedly 
recalled the mythology of Lord Jagannath 
and its impart on Oriya Culture and 
Nationality and declared: 
“The foundation Of the temple of 
Jagannath was laid on the ruins 
of the Caste system’, 


In his lecture in Utkal 


Sammilani 
he declared:— BE To08 
“Without the Worshi 
wre 7 P of & 
Laxmi this Nation Cannot aida 
With the able assistance i 
ml of 
Gourisankar, Madhusudan A ‘i laine 
of ancient Oriya literaty ‘ feviva 
S, 
Jatras and Purans and me Palas, 
he pointed out to his adversaria onfidence 
Wwords:— Sin these 
How far att 
Oriya literature SUcceeq \/PPress 
ne by fefereng, to Id be 
pu ‘cation during lage "Ilya 
Years’ (Vide t forty 
1918) H reviy a Otiyay, 
traditiona| Ori Clent 
A an 
gaat Se ovement ja 
Fil; H 'eviveg u 
iligree and j Otissan 
ane iN the Lon amous 
; 9 Potted cast ” Hall 
OSterin heredita ft SYStem as 
Utkal Gourg ari 
is Moveme nh sad ie hol 
Editorial of ae Wn Words j, © Of 
the following wor Octobe, 4 the 


“If the history of British admin ia 
of the Oriya speaking tracts a ie 
to be written at any time 
American, his _ reflections on ie 
dismemberment of a na ‘ 
attempis to deprive a natl hae 
pleasant associations of a 
Mother-tongue, the ate: 
dry up the spring of 1 tion's 
consciousness, which a Mae 
mother-tongue is, would ante 
valuable exposition on the aat 
to which the “divide et vast 
Policy dominated British admi oie 
tion in Orissa. The persistent “ory 
by Government to place hee 
Speaking tracts under one adm 30? 
tion, and thus give the i h 
©Pportunities for national Oe 

under the — impelling aie: ime 
National consciousness, at secu 
when Britain is fighting to a 
to small nations the rig in the 
Shape their destiny and ae 
face of an admission in the 

©n Constitutional Reforms ig 
“Linguistic or — racial nition 
Government” afford ad the 
facilities for the success ze, ris 
reforms proposed, would 


: materi 
to the foreign historians 
f 


ht 
°r Contract between truths ie u 
Practised. There is enoug “tion?! 
distinct race. A distinctive " allind 
©onsciousness is the wif 
Present force. It is 9 and 
everyday, both in volume a 
intensity, In their aren Cd 
SMoother this national conse tt 
he authorities are discardiN9 yo 


pot 
that 
of 


teachings of history and rat 
iSnoring the spirits of : ant 
ature: A. nation may "die he 
hilated and with it will , ol 
national consciousness. with uF 
Sees the Present linked dant y, 
a © sees a descem 

e 


ag" od 
Supervisor over the marin, 
ef the temple built and ™ otis? 
a 


: f is 
© ancient kings © ee 
5 
He Knows that this terry 
Sacred attraction to the ia. eo 
Population of Hindu hee aly 
'Oscope of Orissa, eve 4 
in 


© Oriya language, 


As soon as 
nativity is 
written 


era of the Hindu kings. 
a child is born, his 
cast and _ his horoscope is 
out. In after years when _ the 
child grows up to be aman he 
refers to that horoscope to know 
the events of his future life, 
to know when to expect death 
and to know whom he ought 
to marry. The life of each 
individual in a nation — is linked 
as it were to the life of a descen- 
dant of a Hindu king of Orissa. 
In this fact alone the thoughtful 
observer will see a __ perenial 
spring of national consciousness”. 
(The Oriya—October 1918). 


It was an unfortunate circumstance 
for Orissa that during the time the Odonnel 
Committee held its enquiry in 1931-32 for 
fixation of boundary of Orissa, the Congress 
Organisation in Orissa did not 
take part, for its alleged all-India involve- 
ment. Utkal Gourab was too old, though 
he consented to be a member of the 
Administrative Committee. But this void 
was miraculously filled up by the  far- 
sighted total view of Pandit Godabaris 
Misra, who though remaining always a 
Nationalist revolutionary as far as the strug- 
gle with the foreign imperialism is concerned 


did not shirk his impending duty to see 
through the process of Orissa being 
declared as a Province in 1936 and to 


formally achieve cyltural identity of the 
Ex-States of Orissa. with Orissa by esta- 
lishing the Utkal University as early as 
43 long before the question of 
Merger of States and redistribution of 
Oundaries was mooted in All-India basis 
in 1949 and 1955. He could not ignore the 


Jharkhand movement in the North and 
the Kosala movement in the North-East. 
What would have been the fate of 


Oriya Unification movement in the Cauldron 
move of Native States 


Of official merger : 
'N 1948-49 or in the reshuffling of pro- 
Vincial boundaries of 1955, unless the 


formation of Orissa province was declared 


iN 1936 or the Utkal University was formed 


in 1943 is a matter of speculation one which 


Need not be too optimistic or too ‘pes- 
Simistic. The disruptive forces were 
Not dead. They raised their head not only 


'N 1948, when they were unsuccessful but 
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also in 1955 when they were successful. 
In spite of the merger agreement with the 
native Orissa States on 15th December 1947 
and the Extra-Provincial Jurisdiction Act, 
of the same year, and the Administration of 
Orissa States Order dated the ‘st January 
1948 claim was made that Kalahandi and 
Bamra_ were not part of Orissa and this 
was negatived by a Special Bench of 
Orissa High Court (ILR. 1 Cuttack 
page 1). The other disruptive forces were 
active and Orissa lost Sareikal and Kharsuan 
in 1955 as the native population were made 
to disown Oriya as their mother-tongue. 
In this possible future gloom and uncer- 
tainty it is certainly an act, of far-sighted 
statesmanship to have it officially recognised 
that the rest of the Oriya native States 
are essentially Oriya speaking when Utkal 
University Act, was passed in 1943. 
Section 1 (A) of that Act, runs as follows : 


“The territorial limits within which 
the powers conferred upon the 
University by this Act, may be 


exercised, shall compromise the 
whole of the province of Orissa 
and such other Oriya speaking 
States, hereinafter in this Act, 
referred to as affiliated States”. 


The process of revival of Oriya National 
identity was now complete and our eternal 
gratitude is due to its master-builders. 


Before | conclude his discussion, 1 
would be failing in my duty in not dealing 
with a serious objection to the reference 
to the mythology of Lord Jagannath and 
its Connected history of Orissa by leaders. 
of Oriya revivalism, on the ground that 
such revival of the mythology of Lord 
Jagannath has imposed upon the Orissan 
society a deep conservatism accomapanied 
by a sense of idolatry. The missionaries 
were alarmed at the growing popularity 
of the mythology of Lord Jagannath and 
they carried an agitation urging upon the 
Government to dissociate itself from the 
temple management on the ground that 
due to growing popularity of the mythology 
of Lord Jagannath the prospects of con- 
version in Orissa has gota serious set back. 
But the latest researches on the function of 
mythology in recreating a nation would 
be the best reply to such criticism. 


Professor Campbell, a retired Professor (v) The most important function © 
of Literature at Sarah, Lawrence College, 


mythology is to guide the indi- 
New York, is an authority on mythology and 


vidual, stage by stage through 

its functions. In his latest discussion on the inevitable psychological 
the subject, Professor Campbell summarises crisis of useful life. 

his conclusions on the function of mytho- (vi) All ages before ours believed in 

logy in the following words :— gods Treas. fornWnO other: 

Heaven has become an empl 

(i) It is a veiled explanation of truth place to us a fair memory of things 


that once were. But our heatt 
(ii) Through _ its 


W 
rites and imagery glows a secret unrest gna 
it weakens in the individual a at the root of our being. ; 
sense of awe and raises a gratitude (vii) Whether my guiding angle © 
and even rupture rather than fear fora: te Named: Vishnu: Jesus 
about mystery of the Universe and orthe Buddha, the same mess4g? 
man’s existence within it. ie ahare in ihe multitude 
ve 
a myths and legends that fh? 
(iii) The mythology also offers the been preserved to us where!” 
man a comprehensive under- may still fi ; 
: e. 
standable image of the world PON Le eaulgane 


around him roughly in a 

“a enlyel ccordance stand of ‘va 
with the best scientific knowledge Of our great leaders of OM" ont 
of the times. 


valism and in the light of the Prt 
oe we may offer our mal 

J living my- itude to them in reviving and © 
thology is to support the social 


b in | 
tie the mythology of Lord Jagan ond 
order through rites and ceremonies. Ganseia of recreating 4 Na 
Ss in Orissa. 


@ | 


the 
These conclusions _ fully supp" i 


{iv) The function of a 


Advocate, Cuttack 


Be phaawat Dayal Sharma, Governor, 
arrest . seen addressing the public 
lon ee me on the occasion of Orissa 
eretnd HA 1st April 1978 at the Parade 
f Minist , Bhubaneswar. Mr. P. C. Mohanty, 

ister, Revenue also addressed the 
meeting 


. 

. 

. The Chief Minister opening the branch 
| office of State Bank of India at Basudev- 
pur on 4-3-1978 


| ini sealth ( Family 
Minister of State for Hea 

Welfare) Shri Ghasiram Majhi accompanied 

‘ by Kartikchandra Rout, M. L.A. visiting 

ic Relations Stall on the occasion 

the Public eee on on 


The Governor of Orissa Shri B. D. Shd 
addressing the Mother's Birth Cente] 
function at Bhubaneswar on April 
1978 


eee Relief Truck for the cyclone 


tims of Dhenkanal district. 


i 


+n Steel and Mines Minister Shri 
Jaik and Orissa Minister of Stat 
|. & Public Relations Shri A. P, Singh 
|rded the annual day function of 
inkanal Women's College on 28-1 -1978 


Biju 
© for 


i Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab ; 

if j . i 

i excavation of Bindusagar 7. 2U"ating the 
i 1878 by token digging of 


Dr. .Ihasaketan Sahu, Minister, Urban 
Development & Excise is unveiling the 
Statue of Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das a 
Baula Chromite Mines of Messrs. Fett© 


Alloys Corporation, Ltd., on the 7th February 
1978. 
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lt had been wiped off the map of India. 


No trace of the tract that the Mahabharat 
and the Puranas had extolled to the skies 
as the Land of Fine Arts. Who are the 
people to whose dialect Varat in his Natya 
Sastra referred to as the Odra ? Scholars 
were left to wonder where the land of the 
valiant people was that offered bloodbath 
to the mighty Asoka and stripped him of 
the royal roves turning him a mendicant 
preaching place and_ brotherhood to 
mankind. Where was the kingdom of 
King Kharabela who smashed _ Satakarni, 
brought the Magadhan rulers to their knees 
and forced the mighty army of the Greeks 
to beat retreat, whose empire extended 
from the banks of the Jamuna to the 
Kaveri ? Who are the people that in the 
medieval days sent fleets carrying merchants 
to Java, Borneo and Sumatra on the far 
east and even to distant China ‘and on the 
west to Persia and Eygpts spreading their 
culture on remote alien shores. Where 
was the University of Puspagiri located 
that according to Huen-Tsang far excelled 
Nalanda ? The poetry on stones in the 
exquisite temples of Konark and at Puri 
or at Bhubaneswar could for certain not 
be product of the sculptural skill of an 
inferior race. 


The Oriya-speaking tracts lay dis- 
membered in alien presidencies and out- 
lying provinces and numerous feudatory 
States. Orissa had lost her identity. Her 
culture had been obliterated beyond reco- 
‘gnition. Utkal’s heritage was a lost chapter 
of history. Flood devastated her fertile 
fields. Famished farmers and artisans 
fled the land to hire themselves out to 
kerosine kings of Burma or to serve as 
slaves in the tea plantations in Assam. 
It was considered a fortune if one could 
get the job of a motia in any of the jute mills 
on the Hoogli or be a Behera inthe bunglow 
of a Bengali Baboo. In spite of the nume- 
rous temples strewn all over the land, it 


Was a godforsaken 


region where flood 
and famine ruled, where industry did not 
grow, where the lamp of education did not 
burn. 


Such was the dismal 
Staring the youngman who | 
be known as Utkal 
Coming from a family 
he had in him the Pride of cultural heritage 
and a determination to resurrect Utkal from 
her grave. Right from his School days 
he keenly felt the indignity he had to share 
as one belonging to the tribe Called the 
Oode. In Calcutta where he went to 
Pursue higher things were no 
better his tribe, 


State of affairs 
ater on came to 
Gourab Madhusudan. 
of ruined aristocracy 


aced wherever he moved 
To prove that the Oriyas Were Culturally 
as developed as their Bengali landlords 
he took to teachership. The Bengali 
youth aspiring for an entrance Certificate 
had to go in for ‘Madhu Ooder grammar.’ 
He established his intellectual superiority 
amongst _the very people Who Wanted to 
Spit on his tribe SO much gq that he Was 
Sought for to train ¢ Oyal Be | 
Tiger : ‘Ashutosh’, H found it a 
sible to serve his Steat eng ith ae 
independent Profession, took Sanya 
and joined the bar Of Hig to law 
William. In Spite of brilliant Bact 
for building g Career, he left it ine 
Cuttack to tevitalise Orissa fi mato 
centre, rom its mere 

The Struggle before hi 
Cally the Same as decades it Mdenti 
Gandhi cartieg in Mahatma 
win human rights and di it “itica—to 
who deny them to others rem People 
had to face Similar situati the | ‘aderg 
Was denied a g in the Sdhusudan 
of Cuttack by h Collea SSOCiation 
of People who ages 88! he came 
‘Cooks ad COolies’’ his iS &Mneq as 
Fut Just as Mah A Gane Were thrown 
ag and ba as 
fient s ee Of the +, ilWay whrown 
No time he “oe Cou Pag 
Celleg Bled. | 

the People © scof | ga] c p 
Preoccupation ait him, Ment 
i Was not | : 
tion ang Renaj 


ivity that 
him in his work in fields of activity 
lay beyond the narrow precincts. 


nd 
He organised Utkal Summit 
brought the Oriya speaking traci ot 
Platform to demand a separate By: sa as 4 
the people and recognition of Oris qutho- 
linguistic and cultural unit. Be as 3 
rities were forced to recognise e Oris? 
distinct language. His plea to a Bengll 
from the domination of the absente her the 
Zamindars prevailed and won for ince ° 
Status of a division in the prom som 
Bihar and Orissa putting tose to ave 
Oriya Speaking areas. He framed 3 Jand tent 
©xression to the distinction Orissa’s ‘ throug 
te had from Bengalis and_ steered “ant ! 
the legislature as The Orissa Se demand 
1 He organised the people he Britis! 
for a separate High Court and vs at 
conceded a Circuit of Judges oft penal 
High Court to sit at Cuttack for the 0 
Of Orissa’s litigants. The Colleay ion 
“PStaded to become a premier IN" cach 
With facilities for education in pat om 
district had to establish at eco d 
Government Schoo! to impart a? 


ducation. Under 
active 


later On developed to et ae, 
High English—the prese” of Pog 
i School. A host atio” ag 
rose under his ines dio he 
@language and litera eee 0” 
ancient cultural herll®= 
theatre at his residenc™ iif 
© growth of Orissa’s Be H 
is pen to compose abi nv 
' hat even now stir the aba" no! 
Mspite people, He fathered GOP" gil 
Subas Bose and a legion of other pei 
that had 


aa an° , 
the spark of patriotism 
Service ; ' 4 econ’ ad 


in them. Orissa’s © par 
Shambles. Her induet aol 
abandoned, / were iss, 
and dis-organised 19 k, 
employment. To Boe the 
Growth he found 2 “esta 
} aN to set UP with his mead!? ef vst 
Ctories fo, filigree Works and ah in f 
©n instant admiration jot Yl 
us ¢ 
L "lssa’s artisans. 
aationali to the marrow, he wits 
of the Congress h bu 
home tule and independen 


Poems t 


ite 


out of the organisation when its leaders 
showed cold shoulder to the struggle of 
the Oriya’s against repression of their 


economy, culture and language by people 


of other regions. Much _ like Shivaji 
appealing to Aurengzeb, Utkal Sammelan 
presented a memorial to Simon Commis- 
sion to relieve the Oriyas of exploitation 
by people of the sister provinces by cons- 
tituting the Oriya speaking tracts into a 
Separate province. The Commission was 
impressed and recommended for the 
formation of a separate province. Madhu- 


Sudan passed away before Orissa was on 
the map of India but he died not before 
he had secured a provincial status for 
Orissa in the Government of India Act, 
1 


The dreams of Madhusudan seem to 
have died with him. A maimed unit with 
vast outlying areas still struggling to keep 
up their ancient. culture would never had 
Satisfied his patriotic urge. Inthe absence 
Of a dedicated leadership of his character 


and calibre completely indentifying the 
Self with the people and their problems, 
Orissa had remained a limping State with 


hardly anything to be proud of except her 
Poverty in the midst of plenty of resources. 
Madhusudan‘s great efforts brought Utkal 
to life but she lacks blood and vigour for 
building up a healthy life. She has been 
too anemic even to evaluate the services 
Of Madhusudan for her _ resurrection. 
There has not yet been a complete works 
Putting together his speeches and writings. 
here has been no proper biography of 
this great leader's life and achievements. 
© museum has been erected to his memory. 

© High Court of Orissa or the Orissa 
does not have a monument to 
the people that these institutions owe 


€Cretariat 
el] 


their existence due to his dynamic perso- 
nality and dedicated leadership. His 
services to Orissa were not of any lesser 
degree than those of Mahatma Gandhi to 
India. If Gandhiji directed _ himself to 
free the Indian people from British Imperi- 
alism, Madhusudan’s' efforts were to 
liberate the people of Orissa from the 
domination of the underdogs of the impe- 
tialists - the underdogs that while taking 
the trance of carrying on an anti- 
imperialist struggle had established a colony 
in this resion after defiling and destroying 
one of the most developed cultures of the 
land and the suppressing the growth of the 
people of a vast tract by denying them all 
economic and educational facilities, 
socially castating them as under developed. 
Their exploitation was no less oppressive 
and killing to the people of this land than 
the imperialist yoke to India. _Madhusudan’‘s 
methods were as non-violent as Gandhiji‘s. 
It was by convincing the enemy of the 
justice of the claim and appealing to their 
good sense. He uppressed people to 
struggle inflincingly for their rights to 
live with all the dignities that a human 
being is entitled to. In carrying on this 
liberation movement, he had to encounter 
similar resistance that Gandhiji had to face. 


Yet he didnot bear graudge against his 
neighbours and loved them as much as 
he loved his own people. Half a 
century of precarious existence should 
convince us that progress cannot be 
achieved unless we invoke the spirit of 
Renaissance with which Madhusudan 


worked and work with the same spirit of 
dedication as he did. We — should 
tealise that a limping people cannot have a 
pride of place in the national stream. We 
shall have to rise and arouse the toiling 
masses—The Sahasrabhuja. 
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an 


The Government 
Das for publicly 


had filed 4 Case 


exposing jin 
in’ Puri district. The 


Chandra Bose 


andl 
P. C. against Pt. Co ae 
atrocities on a helpless subhash 
Was elder brother of vernme! 
from the case. The Oe missed 
Curt which was also 


wa: 
he 
t fell on Mr. Bose. But 


writing the Police 
Magistrate who 
Pt. Gopabandhy 
€ Patna High ¢ 
Then the red eyes of the Police and the Governmen 
too strong a man, 


He resigned from his Post, 
Police had been Seeking for an 
Then they got their 
Gopahandhy 
hold a detailed 


Nn 
’S episode the Government ‘A: 
°Pportunity to t Pt, Gopabandhu — into 1922 
designs. On 14th May ided 
Conference there it was ea nik 
2nd oppressions i xcess 
Pay illegal and © 


enquiry 
tO their refusal to 

increased land aNd Unjust abwabs. 

agitating ‘People’ Wh 


<8 on or) 
Ore thar, was Police Bie aga! fi 
Were then Called “Prajag: Pt. Das who had prote ia 

ra : ey 
this and wanteg {0 hold qiry into this affair Was harassed by the KG i 
Kanika through 9 defamat, Case ang also the G ent had detain i the 
in Cuttack Jail tif] 24th Yanuary 1923. Later Okernin had withdraw! pring 
defamation Case fearing that p aS ang ot age Raja. ha 
into light Many asty incidents if 3 
Withdrawal Of th Case th, 


may é 
'S patriotic followers 

e e€ Case ha 

Under strict Police e. 


F Aftel i] 
@ regular _ trial. ‘bag 
Ov lil 
Sort, ernment "ansterreg Pt. Das to Haza 
a 
This unkind treatment t ent ts 
; 2 0" Pt A nm 
Stitted the Public feeling and discontenineY the pealice and the Gove “ 
: '” Orissa, i 
Cate” pees AE his transfer to) Mazarip i he Bihar & Onell 
Passionate ie ee ee ht Patng Mr. rind Vail when : made @ nd 
: Orcefus Speech in tp . “adhusudan Das demal 
his release. 8 Counc; °n 20th Yanuary 1924 1 
He Said, “Reference h frie! 
as een od iya 
Babu Gopabandp, 8. His eheaene? to 3 name jn Orissa, my g0 : om, 
members ang | know better yp ero sire a least is known to cd 
and honour 5 Trainin Bees winoge f 
and help py Getting |... YOUng an 


ere, 


(ee fl 
Because, 1 had the P' ull! 
Mowing hi 


: e 
“mM to get into th 


——___ 
theora Kumerl 7g | 
gE 
a, 


Prefacing his speech with the above 
quoted two paragraphs Mr. Das said: 
“tt is said that if a man that character gets 
liberty there will be disorder. What does 
this mean? A good man_ creates disorder 
that means that your society is not good. 
The present condition of the society is 
the result of foreign administration. You 
cannot say that you dive out fire from 
the world as there are some combustible 
articles. Are the people of such character 
that the presence of anything good 
alarm them?” They do not run away 
from the good man. On the contrary, 
they flock round the good man are the 
Men who live in the villages and who 
will run away at the very. sight of the 
White men. These are facts. What 
does that show? Does not that show 
that the Government of the people in 
Charge of the administration have not 
Yet been able to understand the con- 
Stitution of the people over whom they 
tule? | am not. talking of the Constitution, 
the lawyers deal with. But there is a 
Constitution besides what the lawyers 
deal with and that is used in connection 
With the very common expression ‘human 
Constitution’. The human constitution has its 
elements of political constitution harmonise 
they build up and start an organisation which 


'S beneficial to all. So it is the human 
Nature, the moral principle, the physical 
forces and the intellectual powers sO 
developed that a particular human being 
'S'a proper man, perfect man, then he 
has the human constitution. 

The Hindu Shastras speak of 


‘Nrusinghavatara’ and many such idols. 
For instance of Ganesh who has got 
@n elephant’s head with a human body, 
that is not actually a harmonious con- 
Stitution. If there is no harmony in 
© human _ consititution and _that 
Constitution is the result of the administra- 
tion then, it ig not the fault of the 
People. it must be said that the 
People have gone bad since they 
fame under the British administration. 
ere not all these fanaticism In India 
Sfore? Did not fanaticism exist In the 
days of Chaitanya? Have not many 
US seen and actually been in public 
? Have not we come across men 
“sands flocking around them? But 


life 
tho 
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does that association of men with such 
characters produce any evil effect? Is 
it menace, a danger to law and _ order? 
If the presence of men of this character 
is considered a source of danger, then 
| suppose the danger really arises from 
some other causes. It should be ascertained 
what the people want, what the council 
has given expression to is that these 
people be released. That is the wish of 
the people. |! cannot say whether it 
would be a proper thing to release all 
the prisioners. That is form of recom- 
mendation to the Government. It is 
quite competent for His Excellency the 


Governor. 


Mr. Das - said: 


Continuing further 
opposite me 


“Hon'ble member sitting 
wants only Police batons to keep men 
in order. ‘We want really a study of 
human nature and unless human nature 
ig studied it cannot be controlled and 
ruled. You may kill men at any time, 
get hangman to kill men, get artillery 
to destroy them, you may get strong 
Inspector-General of Police to kill them, 
but that will not conquer humanity. 
Humanity will rise at all miseries, and 
then, when it does tise it will as it has 
Europe manifest tremendous 
will not crush _ individuals 

constitutional power. (Has 
prediction and warning of 
Mr. Das come true in India in 1947 
when India won _ freedom?) Therefore, 
itis actually necessary, if it is the intention 
of the Government to rule human beings, 
that they should study human nature, 
study particular society. But Government 
declines to take notice of the Indian 
nature, that is just the reason, why you 
find amongst us laws and rules constituted 
by Government which take no notice of 
the feelings and the sentiments of the 
people. The result is disorder and law- 
lessness. They want to put down what 
they have created. You create disorder 
and then you say well that 
disorder must be put down just as the 


in 
It 


done 
force. 
but crush 


not this 


Scotch mother-in-law comes into the 
house, then there is misunderstanding 
between the wife and the husband 
and then she says you two quarrel so, 


it. (This was a very 
British Government's 


lam here to 
fine reply to 


stop 
the 


of repeated plea that they are in 
because of communal 
the different 
the Hindu-Muslim 


which they 


communities 


“After — this memorable 
Mr. Das a resolution was 


Majority of votes 
Governor to release 


Meera Press, 
Cuttack. 


Chandinichauk, 


communal 
had introduced 
they wanted to here in India to stop it). 


recommending 


India 
feclings between 
Particularly 
feeling 
So, 


by 
Passed by 
the 


the Politica] prisoners, 
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FE: 
. ie ig 
Following this recommendation — th 


Governor was obliged to role 
Gopabandhu Das on 26th June m4 
from Hazaribag Jail. A political coli 
was organised by the Utkal Pra it 
Congress Committee to enable i 
Gopabandhu Das to join that conte 
after his release. Achariya Harihara 
deputed to Hazaribag to receive ny 
Das after his release and to accor tm 
him to Cuttack for _ attending 
Political conference. 


~~ 


Madhusudan, Creator 


of Modern Orissa 


NAAAAVANRAAA ANS 


Shri 


Dtevemnath Das 


Sp 
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The late lamented Madhusudan Das 
will always go to history as the renovator 
of Orissa. Orissa of the present day is far di- 
fferent from Orissa when Madhusudan ente- 
red the arena of politics. It was a time 
when she was in the deepest depth of 
miseries and was about to lose her iden- 
tity and her language. A school of thought 
sprang in Bengal under the leadership of 
Kantichandra Bhattacharyya propagating the 
theory that Oriya is the daughter language 
of Bengalee and as such Bengalee be sub- 
stituted for Oriya as the language of the 
people in all Schools and Courts and 
public documents. It was a time when 
Madhusudan witha set of young men like 
Fakeermohan and Piyarimohan appeared in 
the political horizon to save the identity 
of Oriyas who were the last in India to 
lose their independence and were the first 
to be Crushed under the heels of British 
rule. Madhusudan thus began his life as 
the saver of Oriya language and culture 
and devoted himself for the uplift of his 
people. His God and country were the sole 
object of his thought till he breathed his 
last breath. 


Like Surendranath, Tilak, Ranade, 
Ajodhyanath, he was the creator of Modern 
Orissa and has to his credit a number of 
youthful self-sacrificing disciples pledged 
to devote to the service of the mother-land 
like the late lamented Gopabandhu Das and 
Abhiram Bhunj of sacred memoirs. A poli- 
tician and a patriot, he realised the neces- 
sity of greater Orissa asa distinct unity in 
the Indian firmament and inaugurated the 
Utkal Union Conference and thereafter the 
movement for a separate Orissa Province. It 
was given to him'to see the fruition of his 
labours of past 40 years, before his death. 
The name of Madhusudan, his help, sympathy 
and co-operation, active or Passive, will be 


found in the pages of the history of every 


institution that has sprung up in Orissa during ~ 


the past 50 years calculated to increase the 
wealth or enhance the prestige of Orissa. 
He wasa pioneer in the field of industry 
and was the first to call for Praja Sabha 
(peasant’s organisation). Madhusudan com- 
bined in him the imagination of a poet, 
eloquence of an orator and the keen percep- 
tion of a debater. He was thus a force by 
himself in the long and glorious Period of 
his existence in the Legislative Assembly 
called Imperial Council and Provincial Legi- 
slature called the Legislative Council and 
the Central Assembly. He combined in him 
the greatest critic of British imperialism 
and the greatest believer in the self-Govern- 
ment of India in the British commonwealth 
of nations. A Christian by faith Madhusudan 
was the most tolerant Christian in action 


Captiva- 
uit 3 mofussi 
Practitioners in India that has €arned millio : 
of rupees and died as an insolven i. 


Former Chief Minister, Orissa 
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was the solitary instance among Minister 
in India who resigned his office of posi- 
tion and pay of Rs. 5,000 a month on 
the ground that a Minister for Local Self- 
Government having to deal with honoraly 
workers in the field of local autonomy: 
should have his option of serving the 
country as an honorary worker. 


A lifelong dyspeptic Madhusudan always 
took pleasure in giving best of dinners. © 
was regarded as the one host where hosp 
tality is manifested itself, A lover of boY* 
a sympathiser of women-folk, the greates 
Critic of youthful young men, Madhusudtt 
was the idol of his country for 50 lola 
years. “Madhu Babu’’ is thus the hous” 
hold word in Orissa, 


The writer was one of those wh? “i 
his inspiration from the illustrious li"? 
this great soul, | distinctly remember 
day when Madhu Babu wanted me ‘0 8" 
‘© Politics and inculcated in me the he 
Ssity ofldevoting wholly and solely ering 
Service of the country. If | am amv, 


tak? 


. . oft 
to-day it is due to the soothing an ius 
ning and shaping influences of W? rte 


trious souls of Orissa, the late !@ 
Madhusudan pas and Gopabandhu 


Reminiscence of 
ligh Court Judges— 


practical politician 


y ri Manmathanath Mukerjee 
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Wen the history of Modern Orissa cornes 
to be written the name to which the greatest 
Prominence will be given will be that of 
Mr. Madhusudan Das. To him Primarily and 
only secondarily to the band of other Patriots 
who came in his wake, that she owes her 
gradual rise and her present Position as a 
unit of the Indian Federation. And for this 
the credit goes in small measure to the 
province of Bengal, tor Mr. Madhusudan Das 
received no inconsiderable part of his early 
training in that province at a time when 
that province was at the height of her glory; 
those were days of which rightly has it been 
said that ‘‘what Bengal thinks to-day, the 
rest of India will think tomorrow’’, 


It was some twenty years ora little more 
that | had the pleasure of meeting Mr. 
Madhusudan Das, for the first time. | have 
a vivid recollection of the place and the 
hour of that meeting. It was ata time when 
his Utkal Tannery had received a terrible 
blow and when, though shattered physically 
as well as financially, he had made up his 
mind to take courage in both hands and 
work with the ardour of youth for rehabilita- 
ting his favourite venture on which he had 
pinned his faith. For an hour or so We 
discussed matters and at the end of the 
discussion the impression that he left om 
my mind was that he was a Personality for 
above the ordinary. Since then we met 
off and on; and every time | saw him, my- 
respect and admiration for him grew mote 
and more. To-day when Writing these few 
lines | feel that men of his stamp and stamina: 
are rare indeed. 


the rebirth of Orissa could only be achieved 
by effecting improvement in her material 


—— 


welfare. He was not a visionary but a 
practical politician, one who had faith in 
the justness of the causes he advocated 
and believed in the lessons that history of 
nations teaches us, namely, that persistent 
efforts in the furtherance of a righteous 
cause, if pursued with ardour, sincerity and 
selflessness, are bound to lead to success. 
He believed that for a nation to prosper, more 
depends on inspiration and endeavours from 
within than assistance from outside. 


Mr. Das was a politician and patriot of 
what may be described as the old school—a 
splendid galaxy of men who were determi- 
ned to raise India from the stupor under 
which she lay for centuries, pursuing 
methods which they thought were sound 
and rational. His principle may not have 
all found favour with latter-day public men 
but his sincerity was transparent, energy 
indomitable and determination firm, Those 
who differed from his views had no less 
regard for him than for others who shared 
their own views. He was always prepared 
to look at matters from the view-points of 
others with whom he differed and, with 
courage born of conciousness of the f . 
that human judgement is often liable ¢ act 
would change his own angle of visi O err, 
alter his decision should be come oH and 
that he had been wrong. His advyj to find 
regarded as ripe, sound and a mas 
used to be sought for even by th le and 

Ose who 


30 


would not subscribe to his principles, not 
only those who belonged to his province 
but by men of other provinces as well. 


He was a good speaker and a powertul 
writer. 


When the Constitution of 1919 came into 
being Mr. Madhusudan Das, as the reco” 
gnised leader of the Oriya community, wa 
appointed to the responsible post of Ministe! 
to the Government of Bihar and Orissa with 
the portfolio of Local Self-Government and 


Puplic Works. The position was one ' 


which his claims were unrivalled, "4 


which would not have suited anybody @!%2 
SO well. His experience in the arena 0 
Politics, his achievements in the then Beng? 
council, his . work in the Senate of tl? 
Calcutta University and the services that 
he had rendered to the country in the caus? 
of a long and eventful life stood him 1 
'n Sood stead in his new field of activitl@ 
Though well advanced in year he they 
himself into the task with an unparallel? 


. ict 
are oSlags zeal and vigour of we 
Y@ young man may be proud—and nd 


his work i 
with care, ci ection 
thoroughness, , circumsp 


Lives of 


i 6 
and to work 


great men teach us how !? 
Mr. Das‘s |ife is certal” 


may be read with pleasul® 


{iv 
y? 
i 


lesson which 
With profit, 


A landmark and a 
towering personality 
in Orissa 


WU weAQewewreeeVVVVWAVVBVVWUVU7 UMW. 


ee 
Shri Sachchidananda Sinha 
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The death of Madhusudan Das in 1934 


removed a landmark and a towering perso- 
nality in Orissa. Born in 1848 and dying 
at the advanced age of 86 he was beyond 
all doubt the greatest Oriya of modern times 
and was long justly known as the “grand 
old man” of Orissa. Though a devout 
Christian, he enjoyed the confidence and 
commanded the respect of all sections of 
the Oriya community and was the trusted 
adviser and confidant of the leading land- 
owners and the ruling chiefs of his province, 
by reason of his public activities as the 
pioneer in education and industry in Orissa. 
He led with zeal and enthusiasm the 
movement for the constitution Of Orissa as a 
separate province and he died, literally jin 
harness, working till his last breath, to 
tealise his heart's desire. He represented 
Orissa in the Bengal Legislative Council for 
four terms and was elected by the Legislative 
Council of Bihar and Orissa to the !mperial 
Legislative Council in 1913. He was then 
elected to the Bihar and Orissa Council 
and appointed Minister-in-charge of the 
Local Self Government Department. During 
his term of office as Minister the enactment 
of two liberal measures of Local Self- 
Government was his most notable achieve- 
ment. 


| knew Madhusudan Das intimately for 
a long time, both as a public man and as a 
Colleague in the Government of Bihar and 
Orissa, when he was the Minister and | the 
Finance Member. | found him a man of 
principles, assiduous in the discharge of his 
duties, straight forward and conscientious, 
but a little eccentric. It was his eccentire- 
city which made him Suddenly resign the 
ministership not by reason of a vote of 
censure by the legislature, but because the 
Governor did not agree to his proposal that 
instead of drawing his salary as a Minister, 
he should be allowed to maintain himself 
by practising at the Bar and also working 
as a Minister without salary. For a long 
series of years his chief interest was the 


industrial advancement of Orissa and his 
Utkal Tannery at Cuttack was a Standing 
monument of his remarkable zeal and 
Perseverance in this direction, though it 
ultimately failed before his death. As 
Finance Member, | tried to assist him in 
the rehabilitation of the tanning industry, 
but financial difficulties stood in the way 
and nearly crushed this great Pioneer worker 
in industrial development. 


Madhusudan was the first 
in Arts and Law of the Calcutta University, 
and was for many years its Fellow. He 


was a man of scholarly attainments and had 
a fair knowledge of Persian 


Oriya graduate 


k aS well. His 
education and training was mosty in 
Calcutta, among Bengalis, with the result 
that he spoke both Engli 


remarkably well, 


demonstrate their innate fitness. Equipped 
with talent and an uncommon capacity ie 
organisation, he aimed at transforming ha 
Oriya character, and the assiduity and alf 
earnestness with which he applied hin 
to the task, and the sacrifices he hae 
therefore, won for him the unstinted fone 
of his Oriya fellow-countrymen. The oa 
Utkal Provincial Conference, held in th Me 
which created unprecedented en ae 
and inaugurated a new era in the histor 
Orissa, was initiated by him and his influe is 
amongst Oriyas, was so great that whet ; 
© Was right or wrong, a bulk of the Pee 
of his province followed his lead wit ‘el 
demur. A man of forceful chee 
Madhusudan always stuck to his views at 
‘snaciously adhered to them regardles 

ronsequences, This spirit not on 
fought hom into conflict with _officia 


q jals 
as a skilful) 2" n-one occasion some powerful oo 
writer, He made his mark as a skilfyy SCUSht to break his Inlleg oe. an from 
Gane the Bengal andi) the Bihar and numphed at last, and the incicaes 9 
rissa Legislative Councils, hen he UUring «his teputation added 0 
ultimately came to Occupy the POSition oF a feather to his cap 
Minister, he s , 
seeeens whicihoe ste Of the AS a benef, tor of Harijans Madhusit 
charge, rather uncomfortable In his Special Das ad no hss ae hahste tile ‘ot 
5 . as : €ason i aes 3 tay 
his ig are Sen Of their work with a ceived appreciative acknowledd Nia the 
result that the fatter tried to e ahatma Gandhi, but curiously enou aa" 
uncomfortable for — pj Bakeiit | later ‘ hi Madhusy it 
successful. He reg, fi™ but wae Not Persuaded himself that n! 
and reverted pis sned! fas Stated aboy, oa NO More, in November, 1932. ot 
iNdustry his nite ve Profession d iB Was Pointed Cut to him, that he We im 
pendence as. a fe S doggeq ide ane but stil} very much alive, the Manat 
a er e 
spirit of sacrifice aS ee SUStaineg living a follows ; “An Ase a 
Should ever be a beacon jj Sa Ndustrialigt sayj Otissa, has telegraphe no? 
of Bihar and Orissa ra i People ah that Madhusudan Das A in i 
P 00 i it 
he never conceale, 3 ee h inister f 2 Work for the tannery | refeite a out 
Of dyarchy and on One aire System eeMent, ig not dead, | cannot © hd 
@ speech, in + Bases endeq i, "Y stupidity in having imagin® at 
: e ean 
Auoting a Persian y which Neil, by ae NO more. On receipt of Be i 
one would care to oa q that no «Ve sent the following telegram ne 
Of an ow! nde he Long li ee at 
‘Humes: CVE tho 1© Shadow Noy, © Madhusudan Das: Why “ion a 
reference 10772, 9 beco aaa birg Venice ad gathered the impress oat 
inister y Ct. Thi ere no mor is is proo t 
owl w; ing «., Under is a &. This is p of “sof 
a8 @ standing ioke for yerehy as anil ce 1 nbidity, but let it also be PM oy id 
a twas Madhusug D Many 9 jail Service to take fro™ ved ot 
nY other within, Ore died yaad Year to come”. $0 chal 
revitalised hig Coun eli ‘ than ath &dhusudan Das a_ saintly gttial u 
to cherish with Bride. qe eY °xhorting oa Sik Of piety, a pioneer in in ont 
give up their inferiorin | TCA heya tem Che} atl Minister under the on in? 
mY comple, 298. to Bernat Reforms, and @ gn! 
ae. qd to ae Worth, rare patriotism an 
ex-Vice-Chancelloy Pats epe dence, 


Madhusudan’s life size statue was 
garlanded at Cuttack Union Club which 
; was founded by Mr. Das 
Mr. Das was a great lover of Orissa 
filigree works. He is sitting in the first row 
among filigree workers and goldsmiths. 
Among others late Janakinath Bose, father 
of Netaji Subas is seen in the picture 


residence 


, 1978 by Madhusmruti (L to R) 


Shri P. Mallick, acting President, Shri 
SI 


“a Mohanty, President and Shri 
* Sahu, General Secretary of the 
organisation 


nat tA, 
sere 


Revenue Minister Shri Pratap Chandra 
Mohanty addressing 44th death an 
meeting of Mr. 


Bhavan on 4-2-1978. The Meetin 


niversary 
Das at Shri Ramchandra 


g was 
organised by Madhusmruti 


weethe Occasi. 


Shri Surendra Mohanty, President, Mac 
smruti and Shri Radhanath Rath, the Ed 
Samaj going round Madhusudan Musd 
at Sailabala Women’s College opened, 


essli(y OF UINO{OS S14 Buunp 
os 10) poders HIYPUed e1o4M asnoy 
ygeAes s,uepnsnypel) JO Mar 


auljaiu 
indewe 


MY IMPRESSION 


el 
Liste Shyama prasad Mockerjee 
oN Oe 


My earliest recollection of Madhusudan 
Das goes back to a period now nearly 
twenty-live years ago when | was about 
11 years of age. Das came to see my father, 
Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee in Calcutta, He 
must have come to our house many a time 
before this but | believe this is my first 
remembrance of his visit. | was struck by 
the respect and ajfection shown by my father 


to an elderly gentleman, thinly-built but with 
keep penetrating eyes and beaming with 


energy, who was talking to my father with a 
narural air of authority. As the interview 
came toaclose, I! saw my father leaving 
his hall of study, tittered with books, files 
and papers, and going downstairs with his 
visitor apparently to see him off. He 
presently came back to resume his work, 
As he came up, one could see how satisfied 
he felt at having done something which was 
at once a pleasure and a duty. He saw 
curiosity in my eyes ; indeed, | was eager to 
know who this gentleman was. My father 
said, ‘‘Do you notknow him? Ee is my oi’d 
guru Mr. M. S. Das, the great man of Orissa’, 
My first impression of Das was thus natu- 
rally very profound—! saw him as the 
acknowledged guru of my father who was 
my adored ideal in every respect. 

As years rolled on | heard of the intimacy 
that existed between our family and that of 
Madhusudan. With delight and gratitude 
my father often described his association 
with Das and told us how much he owed to 
his former teacher. ‘He not only taught 
me English but also inspired me to regard 
character and independence as two of the 
supreme virtues in man’, he used to say. 
Such was the force of Das's Personality 
and so genuine was the understanding 
between these two great minds that the 
sweet relationship between the teacher and 
the pupil well stood the passage of years 
and change of environments and never did 
It grow dim or stale. 
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The last time that | saw my father alive 
was on 17th May, 1924, eight days before 
his sudden death at Panta; during this 
week-end he was in Calcutta. My memory 
of this last mesting is closaly associated 
with Madhusudan Das. | was leaving home 
for the railway station on my way to Simla. 
Das had come to see my father and they 
two were engaged in deep and carnest 
conversation about some important matters. 
| entered my father’s room and took the dust 
of his feet before my departure. Das, who 
was Icoking at us both with a kindly smile, 
quietly said to my father, “Asu, | think you 
must go to the station to see your son off. 
We shall continue our discussion tomorrow’’, 
This pleased me immensely. | had my father’s 
company for an hour and a half 
thanks to the Understanding mind 
And | vividly recollect 
talked about various thing 
he unfolded some of hi 
activity. Who could hav. 
mail left Howrah carrying Sir CEN: Raman 
and myseli—we were travelling together—to 
Simla, leaving my tether on the Dlatform 
waving his hand at us, fu € and action, 
that | was final Glimpse 
at him. 


longer, 
of Das, 
how earnestly he 
s, haw confidently 
S future Plans of 
@ dreamt when the 


\l of lif 
having my last and 


One thing which 


' recaly Was the 
mode of address adopted by 


os My father 
while writing letter to Do, 


He 

as “My dear Mr, Das"*__j ae 
“My dear Sir’! at begining With an Sant 
as “Yours affectionately”. ) estetnen 
it may Mean insignificant: but Bihis. 
this from indicates a SPontaneous a 
shown by a devoted Pupil ¢ poet 
Precepter. To many my father a a 
first sight to be a Person (epi 
Sive Personality and roy e “a agres- 
his heart, as many kn Mstlor But 
of human Kindness. | f tall of milk 
Sufer attacks and PPositig is q 
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' he 
which dealt with many men and oe 
Opinions expressed being as ie. cane 
were frank. The replies of a vette 
Promptly. Long as isaetiili aa 
they were, but never difficult i nad 
Das’s handwriting was very clear an dis- 
distinctive charactar of its own. Be: 
cussed dispassionately the various ee 
raised in my father’s letters; they ae ee 
dealt with problems with which Das wit 
was confronted. Hope faith and © 


his 
é and 
were Das's predominant note 


letters glowed with optimism. 


; ugh 

In 1923 my father was passing a 

one of the most disturbing parle 

life~at home suffering from a it fl 

Sotrow which, as event showed, oerpje 

@ deathblow, and in public life rei 
to the fury of a deep-rooted cor 


e 

‘ pelov' 

Which threatened to destroy this ut beid 
University, 


Das who knew witho gortind 
told that iy 


his pupil needed his on ou! 
Company Came to Clcutta and spen exact! 
with him, One does not know what 1e a 
transpired at such meetings but a atl 
be no question that both drew MOM ‘ys 
Other the best that either could giv® am 
deepening their mutual affection 2” ic " 
Standing. Two of Das’‘s characterist is 
evident in Many of his letters. On Aan y 
determination to fight adversity and alt nt 
7 vercome by it; the other was his ual"? 
faith in Providence which he kneW 0 


5@ 
just ca 
Never ultimately allow a ju 
Suffer 


will 
An intimate biography of weet i 
Studied With profit and interest ot a 
Otissa but in all Parts of India. one nn 
Will show h “ 
€ndowed wi 
indomitable 


Ow it is possible for til o 
th practical am cov’ 
will, energy an dU 


. H an 
to raise the level of his provinc® “yo 
in a new 


‘ ra of hope and progrer esl a | 
"OMtly called the maker of anew | | 
this, Senerations of her people i 
i Name with reverence and ae 
“8 Was a mighty Indian national 
£Verything else afterwards. Aade 
Sareer will be shining example fo" 
Youths to profit by. During the 


his 


of his ministership in Bihar and Orissa 
under the Montagu-Chemsford Reforms, he 
gave abundant proof of his patriotism, his 
administrative capacity, his constructive 
Powers to reshape the destinies of his 
Province in accordance with truly national 
demands. All this he did with success; and 
he did something mcrae. He carried out his 
duties fearlessly in the truest sense of the 
word, He stood firm like a rock, true to his 
Drinciples and ideals and never compromised 
his position or prestige for a mess of pottage. 
Some of the letter which passed between 
him and the authorities of the day will 
disclose! his independence of  out- 


took and s'rength of conviction. They deal 


Ex-Vice Chancellor, Calcutta University 
“Seen by many 


Co! rtesy: Madhusudan 
eyes’. 


‘with several 


matters” of constitutional 
importance and will be studies today with 
profit by Indian belon6Bing to all shades of 
political opinion. Whether as a social worker 
ora promoter of educetional and industial 
expansion or a champion or political rights 
and privileges, he never adopted any 
method which his opponents might describe 
as unclean or unworthy. Das was a God- 
fearing man, a man who would never dream 
of abandoning the path of truth or righte- 
ousness. May the life and career of such 
a leader of men-unselfish, honest and 
brave-serve to lead the India of today to her 
pre-destined path of glory, progress and 
freedom. 
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The Orissa Budget 
1978-79 


syeBUEs 


The Janata Party's economic ral 
resolution rightly emphasizes that “ine 
dominantly agrarian economy like 
massive problem of poverty, under- 
Ment and unemployment can be solve” 
if, the development of agriculture at 
areas truly receive the top most P 
cur planning processes”. h 
Not only allocation of more resource 
also a radical transformation of the 
structure. Our planning which has 4 F 
been an urban-bias will have to b& g 
and full employment in villages mus 
Primary aim of planning. This wou 9 ey 
Shifting our attention from the ay nett 
villages and reversing the existing nus? i 
relationship betweer the two: og clo 
'S now felt that the inost importa”, 
Conflict in the poor countries Of 
today is between the rural classe 
urban classes, The rural sect! 
Most of the poverty. Since the ke 0 
economic development of OM” oi) 
Necessarily lies in the removal ° ing at 
all eyes are now set on rural P 
tural development. 68 
: of 
fees from this backgtoUN® | a0? if 

get for 1978-79 provides OV iced 
ihe si economic millenium eer the “0 
of sane Pali The step-UP 761 i 

tate’s Annual Plan for 


AS 
eS 181 crores which is higher (. 
wise, than that of the preceding to Oye 
ies of 27 per cent ), is expect! i100" 
et to the economy. The mes i " 

resources is as follows : a . 

, 0 
Rs. in tad 
croie® 9 
Agi 
- Agticulture, co-operation 439? 4 
and allied services. e 
Ittigation and Power .. 10300 i 
3. Industry and Mining 9 ! 
+ Transport and Commu- 10? 
Nication, 
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5. Social Services ~. 2752 14:40 
6. Economic and Misc. 1:53 0’80 
Services. 


191:00 100:00 

The budget provision of 76°73 per cent 

of the total plan expenditure for agriculture, 
Co-Operation, irrigation and power is a_ clear 
evidence of the Government's anxiety to 
develop the rural economy of the State. 
The rate of growth in agriculture in our 
State is one of the lowest in the country. 
The State economy being dominated by 
agriculture rural and agriculture development 
in the State claims priority in any scheme of 
Planning. This justifies the Finance Minister's 
bid to develop the rural sector. The 
Government lay special emphasis on_horti- 
Culture, dairy and fishery, etc., to develop the 
Village economy and to improve the lot 
Of the small farmers. The co-operative 
Organisation in the State is to be further 
Consolidated to take up the new challenges. 
Agricultural production would be considera- 
bly stepped up with the expansion of irriga- 
tion facilities and investment in irrigation Is 
Mevitable to achieve economic progress. 
About 25'5 per cent of the total plan expen- 
diture has been earmarked for irrigation. 
Besides this, the Lift Irrigation Corporation 
Proposes to undertake large number of lift 
ittigation schemes on a_ priority basis with 
the financial assistance from the Agricultural 
finance and Development Corporation. 
® target of providing irrigation facility . 
additional 1,92,000 hectares of lan 
icates a doubling up of the facility eu 

® previous year. Utilisation of the ee 
ater and power resources available in ie 
tate and acceleration of the rural electrifie 
Cation scheme would take the economy a 


Ong way, 


economy. 
re, has 

Mployment in villages, is ie 

ene f the primar 

st, “This is evident from the 


J0vernment’s concern expressed ae 
dget in favour of rural works 20° 
Mdustries, “The new strategy nes rowth 
Minister says, aims at a faster rate © 
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of industries in rural areas, with increased 
allocation of resources for those, which 
have potential for generating employment 
and narrowing down rural and urban 
disparities’. _ The budget provides an out- 
lay of Rs. 2:40 crores for development of 
small and cottage industries preferably in the 
rural areas. A process of self-sustaining 
growth very much needs the creation of 
infrastructure for increasing agricultural and 
industrial output in rural areas. Provision 
of pump sets and wells, construction of: 
irrigation works and electricity to facilitate: 
setting up of small-scale industrial units. 
would usher in this process. Attempts: 
would also be made under the Grain-for- 
Work-Programme to tackle the problem of 
rural poverty and unemployment. This; 
along with the accelerated growth off 
agricultural production and development of: 
iabour intensive cottage and small indus- 
tries, it is expected, would provide larger: 
employment opportunities. It may, thus, 
be seen that the budget pledges itself to the 
sole task of removal of poverty in the rural 
areas with its triple objective of improving, 
agriculture, developing village industries and 
providing gainful employment to the rural 
poor. Besides this, welfare of Scheduled 
Tribes and Scheduled Castes would continue 
to receive special attention. 


The budget envisages a moderate rise 
‘in the non-plan revenue expenditure over 
the revised estimates for 1977-78. A 
reasonable growth is to be allowed in the 
interest of administrative efficiency. The 
economy measures effected during 1977-78 
have brought down the level of non-plan 
revenue expenditure considerably. Though 
this claim of the Finance Minister has not 
been supported by concrete data it is 
certainly a welcome feature in the budget. 
A poor State like ours must exercise utmost: 
restraint in effecting economy measures in 
its non-plan revenue expenditure because: 
these measures are directed to generate 
savings in the revenue budget. Economy’ 
in expenditure is also needed to utilise the: 


scarce resources available in the _ best 
possible manner. An eye on the economy: 
measures is, therefore, necessary to keep, 


the State Finance in order. 


The Finance Minister has not proposed” 
any new taxes in this budget. Orissa has. 


a poor tax base. About 90 per cent of its 
people are living below the poverty line and 
any more tax burden would have weakened 
the base further. But our dependence on 
the centre is gradually on the rise. The 
Central Government and the Planning 


Commission are constantly pleading with 


the States to raise additional resources for 


the successful implementation of State 
Plans.  Orissa’s performance in mobilising 
additional 


resources has not been 


very 
encouraging all 


these years. The poor 
tax-base in the economy may be one of the 
important factors which explains why we 
have lagged behind. But there is also 
reason fo believe that our efforts to raise 
fesources in some sectors have not been 
adequate and commendable and our 
feluctance to touch the rural sector has been 
very much marked. It is true that we raise 
more revenue from the non-tax sources. 
But non-tax revenue always contains an 
element of price in it and secondly, our 


efforts in this direction can not be said to be 
very satisfactory. 


revenues. 
and there are ample 
that they have been 


in rising additional resources 


course, was one of the six 
other States being Gujarat M 
Maharastra and Tamil Nadu) which 
Nal resou 
: the Fourth Plan 
Considering the Potential 
State and the i 


Sie One 

4 in, 

ave metted in a few fora: 
S 

Department of Economics 


B. College, Bhubaneswar 


OO 


ave explored the 
States ° 


more if he would have 
possibilities. The neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh and Bihar ‘eaty ul 
from the paymant of electrici at 
This is an avoidable loss. Seo 0 
public corporations in Orissa are Bes the 
a loss in general. In some 5 are 10 
reasons advanced to justify this 1088 ns We 
at all convincing. Public corpo aE y 
organised in the State to boost OU' °c 
and to increase our revenue. 0 
is just the opposite it may be 


dificult 
r revel 
justify their existence. Tac 


plorabl 


low. More revenues could 


the mining, royalty ctc. Final ition 
lenient to the rural sector. Abolt rame 
revenue has not enabled the Gov? n 
reduce the cost of revenue calles i 
granted a concession to the ¢0 
sector which, it is felt, is yet tg 
itsdue share to the process © 
development in the country: 
regressive in character but ses 
abolishing it if the amount collect” Ff, 
have been handed over to 1 gvelot 


Panchayats in the State some at 
works could have been ae. es? wife 
level besides being activating  f10™ 40 
and dormant units. The low V!?" at, iy 
irrigation rates is another case '" a Ip vif 
budget estimate under this ye PO 
Rs. 3 crores in the current Yt" ved 
decisions seem to have been vid 
the economic considerations i" 


It 
: . 0 
and hence this poor performance? ts wit 


a 0 
eNneficiaries of development z als? y 
© exempted to pay for it WMO aco rf) 
be taxed to raise resources oriss? B ; 

developmant ? However the osals vie 

1978-79 with no new tax proP pee" 

fY€s on the rural sector ne te 

acclaimed as a true Janata BU 
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Hosaka 
Union Finance Minister 
in the meeting of the 
Regional Consultative 
Committee for the 


astern Region Banks 
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Friends : 


| am happy to. have this opportunity 
of welcoming you all to the Fourth Meeting 
of the Regional Consultative Committee 
for the Eastern Region. | am also grateful 
to the Chief Ministers of Orissa and Bihar 
for having found the time to be with us 
here today. For me personally, this is the 
first occasion to participate in deliberations 
of this Committee for this region, although 
| have had meetings in other regions of 
country in the past twelve months. 


2. hese opportunities have led me to 
believe that the Regional Consultative Com- 
mittees are important forums for securing a 
proper understanding between the aspirations 
and expectations of the State Governments 
on the one hand and the public sector 
banks and other financing institutions on 
the other. To me personally, they provide 
an opportunity of understanding at first 
hand the problems and difficulties that have 
to be faced in the field in the process of 
implementation of the targets which we have 
set. | am looking forward to hearing from 
you about the progress made by the banks 
for the development of this region, the 
problems that have to be and are being 
faced, and the extent to which it has been 
possible to meet the credit requirements 
especially of the priority sectors. | sincerely 
hope that our deliberations today will help 
us in resolving the difficulties that may have 
arisen and in taking further necessary steps 
towards achieving our objectives steadily. 


3. As you are aware, these objectives 
have been given a concrete expression in 
terms of specific targets. The public sector 
banks have been asked to devote at least 
1/3rd_ of their lending to priority sectors and 
they are required to reach this target by 
the end of March, 1979. Similarly, they 
have been asked to deploy at least 60% of 
the deposits mobilised by them in the rural 
and semi-urban areas for the purpose of 


tit 


giving credit in such areas. In order that 
they might be able to achieve these lending 
targets, it is necessary for the banks to 
ensure that there is an adequate number of 
branches in rural areas and that plans for 
credit expansion are formulated well ahead 
of the target date. Accordingly, they had 
been asked to complete the preparation of 
credit plans for all the lead districts in the 


review 
banks 
‘argets, 
review the 


é ve voluntarily 
National ‘objectives, 


of productive ventures with a view to 
securing better employment opportunities 
in the rural areas. And there is, | find 
a great deal to do. There are, for instance 
only a little over 1,000 rural and semi-urban 
branches in a State of the size and popula 
tion of Bihar. They work out t0 
one bank branch for a block of 52,000 
men and women, who reside and labour 0 
rural and semi-urban areas. As the nation 
average is one for 26,000, in Bihar alone 
we have to try and establish another 
thousand branches. The situation in ore 
arld West Bengel is only slightly better. bat 
the Union Territory of Andaman and Nico an 
Islands we have 7 rural and — semi-ut ate 
branches which may seem to be adel 
Considering the low density of popu be 
though in fact, a larger number may wil 


Shri H, M Patel ‘ i 
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; 4. From the informatio h Egion at Bhubanee ior Nationaliecet? Bake oft 
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quite Ug | o}! "nt 
hav Od pr e nly a few days ag io 
© 4 considerable Progress wo stiy A Medabad ‘ y' iar R09! ne 
major obj Sve Wi © go tar | onsultay attending a simila and ; 
Region of our go '® fullilled, a reptesentane Committee meeting ove 
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oe ers from ay of anch ex 7 not "owe 
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necessary for getting tonal frien © ena Pranch but also in such @ “pst 
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Poverty, |t ee a Ments brangh w®. that there is at least on? Kn 
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e ‘a Lo} . < 
Guately the credit atc a N for this region? ot 
pet 
Mor a etl aM given to understand Oe ed” 
a © Very inaccessible areas int 


where the banks cannot undertake the task 
Of opening branches unless the State 
Governments help them in securing the 
minimum infrastruture required for opening 
a bank branch. | am confidenf that the 
State Governments will extend the necessary 
helping hand and assist the banks in ful- 
filling the task by the target date. 


6. The Reserve Bank has_ recenily 
tevised its licensing policy in favour of 
Underbanked States and  underbanked 


districts of the country. This revised policy, 
| hope; will help in expanding the branch 
network of the commercial banks in a 
systematic manner in the underbanked State 
and pave the way for a substantial Increase 
in institutional credit. 


7. Apart from commercial banks, this 


region also has Regional Rural Banks. Of 
the 48 such banks in the country, 15 are 
located in the Eastern Region. They have 

As you 


made reasonably good progress. 
all know, the Reserve Bank had set up a 
Committee under tie Chairmanship of 
Professor Dantawalla to review the function- 
ing of the Regional Rural Banks, The 
Report of this Committee is with the Reserve 
Bank and we will soon take a decision on 
its recommendations. We shall be discus- 
Sing this matter later this afternoon as It's 
an item on the Agenda. 


role of the 
? Clearly, 
possible 


8. What should be the 
Co-operative credit institutions 
there should be the closest 
relationship between them and the commer- 
cial as well as the Regional Rural Banks. 
After all, it is the primary co-operative 
Societies which constitute the base of the 
Credit pyramid and to the extent these ae 
‘Strengthened and made to function effectively, 
the task of expanding credit in the rufal 
areas will become easier and speedier. 


9. Besides increasing the number and 
Coverage of their branches, — the banks 
have also been directed to improve the 
quality of their service, During the recent 
Past, a large number of agricultural and 
engineering graduates have been inducted 
into the banking services to meet the new 
‘Challenges which the banking system is 
being called upon to face increasingly in 
‘order to discharge its responsibilities to the 
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society in an adequate manner. The 
banks have also been advised to imple- 
ment their district credit plans in right 
earnest so that a larger number of 
small borrowers, in rural as well as urban 
areas, are covered within the operational 
frame-work of area credit schemes which 


have to be implemented jointly by all 
the financial institutions. | fully realise 
that these are only initial steps in our 


efforts to speed the growth of rural eco- 
nomy. The credit requirements of small 
farmers, rural artisans, handloom weavers 
and others on the rural scene are so vast 
that our targets might need upward 
revision, and ways and means to achieve 
them will have to be considered on 4a 
continuing basis. 


10. It has been brought to my notice 
that the various financing institutions at 
the district levels are at times not function- 
ing as a team to implement the credit 
plans. If this is correct, it is indeed un- 
fortunate and | can only request that all 
concerned must make themselves concent- 
rate on our main and ultimate goal, and 
subordinate all other considerations to 
that. The State and District Lavel Co- 
ordination Committees can help greatly in 
the efficient implementation of the credit 
plans. ! would advise the banks and also 
request the State Governments fo advise 
their development agencies at all levels to 
work co-operatively so that a greater flow, 
the maximum possible flow of credits could 
be ensured to the rural areas. 


11. | am glad to note that the total 
deposits of the scheduled commercial banks 
in the Eastern Region have registered a 
substantial increase from Rs. 1,971 crores 
in June, 1974 to Rs. 3,276 crores in June, 
1977. The quantum of credit sanct'oned 
in the region has also shown a_ sub- 
stantial increase from Rs. 1,398 crores to 
Rs. 1,992 crores over the same period, 
Besides, the outstanding credit to the 
neglected sectors of the public sector banks 
has increased from Rs. 190 Crores to 
Rs. 440 crores over this period and the 
total number of borrowal accounts have 
increased from a little over 3,60,000 as 
at the end of 1974 to over 10,00,000 as 
at the end of 1977. Despite this striking 
improvement, the number of borrowal 


accounts financed per branch remains below 
the All-India average, particularly in the 
two States of Bihar and West Bengal. 
| would, therefore, Suggest that the banks 
and the State Governments look at this 


13. In the end, | would like 10 realest” 
the State Government to streamline e 
system of land records so that it ts, 
easier for the banks to make credit a 
lable to the actual tiller of the [and 


index more carefully and Strive to ensure 
that the bank credit plays a really signi- 
ficant part in the creation of employment 
opportunities in the rural areas. 


There is also urgent need for in 
marketing and storage facilities $0 al 
the producer does not have 1 for 
distress sales but gets a fair price ape 
his produce. This will increase his ¢ 


12. Recently some Steps heve been city to repay the loans he may have te 
taken by Government for the welfare Of which is important if the financing '" 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, The tutions are to be enabled to recycle 
banks have also formulated Special schemes funds for further development. 
fo increase the flow of credit specially me 
in the tribal areas. {t is Scarcely neces- 14. | shall not take more of you! ti 4 
sary to emphasise the need for devoting for we — fig agenda before it 
special attention to the welfare of the and ave a cavy @ acific items ; 
tribals and | would venture io request we need to discuss spe me thant | 
the State Governments and the Banka: ty Qreater Getail. May | once i ostind 
this Region to evolve practical Schemes eeu — : 
to assist them. 


this meeting and request him to 
few words, 
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Shake off fear 


and inertia 


ARRARARRARRETADISAG LAI EOLA RAIS 


Biju Patnaik’s Call 
to the Youth 


is 
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Shri Biju Patnaik, Union Minister for 
Steel and Mines has called upon people to 
shake off fear and inertia, and to revive 
the spirit of adventure and enterprise that 
pervaded Kalinga in ancient times. 


Inaugurating the open sea trial of the 
expedition boat ‘Chand Soudagar’ commi- 
ssioned by the Explorers’ Club of India 
at Paradeep Port, about 120 Kms. from 
here yesterday, Shri Patnaik said that it 
was this spirit which put Orissa in the 
world map in good olden days and _ this. 
alone could ensure Orissa’s prosperity in: 
the days io come. The Kalinga empire of 
the Kharabela, he said, had extended from: 
Kanyakubja to Kaberi and Orissa had a: 
flourishing maritime trade. But. in course: 
of time Orissa was reduced to a state of: 
abject poverty. This was mainly due to 
lack of courage and enterprise, he said. 
Shri Patnaik urged upon the youth to Set: 
out with a missionary zeal to build a) 
modern progressive and vibrant Orissa. He: 
also commended Shri Mihir Sen for his: 
untiring efforts in launching the boat: 
expedition project. 


Orissa Governor Shri B. D. Sharma, who 
Presided over the function, spoke about the 
commanding position Orissa occupied im 


Tegard to natural resources. He called upon 
the youth to imbibe the spirit of adventure 
and to transform the State's economy by 


effective utilisation of mineral, forest and 
water resourses. 


Shri Pratap Chandra Mohanty, 
Revenue and Shri Sarat Kar, M. P, 
on the occasion. 


Minister for 
also spoke 


of the legendary historian Dr. R.C. Majumet 
The boat with 4 crew members would it 
off from Orissa coast on the next I 7 
Purnima Day for Srilanka, Malayasia “a 
Java covering a distance of 15,000 a 
in 6 months and_ finally terminating ha 
Broach in Gujrat Coast. Shri Sen said “a 
the expeditions would commence after mit 
of about 3-4 months. Earlier Shti a 
Patnaik and the Orissa Governor Shri ae 
Spent about 30 minutes on board the t 
watching sea trials in the lagoon om toe 
Paradeep Port, A jubilant crowd @n 8 


d t 
Siastically watched the ceremony and 
boat's Performance. 


TRANSPORT— 
AN INDUSTRY 


Se ee 
Shri Harihar Swain 
nk yd ee re 


With the completion of the financial year 
ending the 31st March 1978, we are entering 
into the dawn of a new era in economic 
planning full of rich expectations for a brighter 
future. While we take stock of the past 
performances in the sphere of Road Trans- 
port, we find that out of a total outlay of 
Rs. 588°00 lakhs on Road Transport for the 
Fifth Five-Year Plan. the expenditure incurred 
during the first three years was Rs, 231-77 
lakhs—anticipated expenditure for the year 
1977-78 being Rs. 125°54 lakhs. Against 
this background, it was proposed to utilise 
Rs. 332°67 lakhs during the year 1978-79, 
While reviewing the performance of the 
Regulatory Organisation of the Road Trans- 
port Development for the year 1977-78, it 
is found that 71,938 vehicles of different 
categories were registered as on 1st April, 
1976. Stage Carriages numbered 3,045 
and Contract Carriages 409, Taxies numbe- 
red 870 and Cars 10,408. Targetted regi- 
stration of new vehicles during 1977-78 
is 7,645. As against this the fleet strength of 
the two public undertakings is a little over 
1,000 vehicles. Capital requirement of 
oO. S. R. T. C. for the year 1978-79 is 
estimated at Rs. 255 lakhs against the 
internal resources of Rs. 126 lakhs and 
proposed borrowing from Commercial Banks. 
The Corporation proposes to purchase 150 
vehicles during 1978-79. Similarly, the 
O. R. T. Co. has 315 vehicles, 30 chasis 
have been purchased for replacement of 
condemned vehicles. 120 more vehicles 
are needed. These two public transport 
undertakings in the State have covered 710 
lakh Kilometres (operation) during 1977-78, 
There is a tremendous gap to be filled up 
by passenger vehicles. The ocoupational 
distribution of the population in Orissa 
indicates a peculiar feature so far as the 
tertiary sectors are concerned. With the 
growth of development, a larger percentage 
of population was expected to get absorbed 
'n occupations like Commerce and Transport 
and other non-agricultural activities and a 
smaller percentage to depend on_ primary 


45 


i i and allied activi- 
pees tn ase reveals that 
ser Fs been no shift of workers from 
ey ae to any other occupations. Agri- 
Elie which has already one a 

i in respect of e 
Be in districts like Ganjam where 
hare has been steady decline in the ren 
of rainfall from year to year coupled oe 
prankish natural calamities may not affor 
a cushion for the masses roaming, for em- 

ployment. The potentiality in this field 
bound to improve provided there Is extension 
of irrigation and other facilities. Be that 
as it may the occupational Pattern of Orissa 


reveals a relatively under developed eco- 
homic stature. 


is 


The task before us is to explore avenues 
for reduction of overcrowding in the field of 
agriculture and utilisation of the manpower 
at our disposal. Among other activities, 
Transport and Communication May fairly 
contribute in this regard. From the Statistics 
collected during the last census j 
found that while there was decline j 
power utilisation in trade, 
construction, communication 
provided greater Scope 


nN man- 
Commerce and 


and transport 


for engagements 
There is therefore a sttong case for develop- 
ment of Transport Industries 
of Communic. 


} dus and extension 
ation facilities, 


Too much emph 


asis is bein i 

shortage of available resources go" a 
little on the efficient USe of Such resoy x" 
lf resources are really Short the est Nis 
ing Mechanism Would be Nsure that ay 
efficient use of such eSources jg e ay 
Industria] Devel en , 
which was €stablisheq fee iis India 
tole to play in finance the trang; eave 
isations Particularly € State ifhde oot 
to add to their flee trength 4 enakings 
Of the activities accom aoe Nslon 

ie number Ployee ee aii 
velopment Bank ndia fh Ndustriat 
Snised as the Mos 0 eco. 
Planning, financing, Bromar Gency fo 
loping industries in the ane deve. 
Port S'ganisations ate n stk © Trang- 
and indirect assistance a ih a by direct 
the Industria} Development Bani? fle of 
BeyCEee Sonceivay Not nearly 4. °F India 
for widening the scone of finango". 8Gent 
tity 


+ ment 
tions for financing industrial aor "ie 
but also as a Central agency w ‘dina 
mately is concerned directly or aunt 
with all problems relating to pe es 
long term financing of industry aa ‘nace 
responsibility to fill the gaps in tl vitaliand 
structure and to develop certain 
and strategic sectors. 


BI 
As an Apex Development Bank, ee 
has a_ special responsibility - . given 
regional imbalances in the ante countly: 
to various industrial untis in he Region? 
A separate department, namely a Depalt- 
and Backward Area Developmen to look 
ment has bsen set up in 1970 
after project promotion and backwal 
development activities in the he sphel® 
regions. Orissa is backward in t sport 4 
Of industries in general and les other. 
communication in particular er 
A built-in-bias towards fers: 
backward Pockets has to be intro’ af 
the scheme of financial assistance 


‘iat 
. 1 
Staded to give the required fillip 
Potential Projects, 


trial 
. Indus 
In an article published in tne nee y 
Times the quantum of a india 46 
Industrial Development Bank Sank 19 
Various States during the period 
has been Shown as follows :— e5 
Rs in cro 
33% 
1. Assam : 459 
2. Bihar ot 
3. Orissa a 08? 
4. Nagaland : aot? 
5. West Bengal 3A 
6. Meghalaya of® 
7. Tripura oo? 
8. Manipur 06? 
8. Union Territories of 
Andaman, Nicobar Islands 
8nd Atunchal Pradssh. so 
10. Maharastra a 
flit. Madhya Pradesh not 
iD) Gujarat 437 
13. Union 


Territory of Goa 


4g aman ang Diu. 


14, 


15, 
16. 
17. 
18. 


19: 
20. 


A 
22. 


23. 
24. 
25. 


Rs. in crores 

5:91 
40:04 
51°83 


Jamu and Kashmir 
Punjab 

Rajasthan 

Uttar Pradesh a 
Haryana 

Himachal Pradesh 


Union Territories of Deihi 
and Chandigarh. 


Karanataka 
Kerala 
Tamilnadu 
Andhra Pradesh 


Union Terr’tory of 
Pondicherry. 


Minister of State 


Commerce, Transport and Jails 
Orissa, Bhubaneswar 


Orissa has not been fortunate enough 
to get the much needed assistance from 
|. D. B. I. for development of Industries and 
much less for the Transport facilities. 
|. D. B. 1. may have to analyse the factors 
inhibiting the flow of its concessional 
assistance to the Transport Undertakings of 
the State and suitably readjust the norms 
of furtherance of the promotional activities 
contemplated by these undertakings. From 
our side also the importance of the require- 
ment for increased financial assistance 
should be realised and a system be evolved 
for monitoring the implementation and 
progress analysis of the schemes which are 
recommended for financial assistance, 


ORISSA TO-DAY 


ional 
nationa 
ka a 0 ok Doordarshan has taken up a 
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TO 
T. V. CENTRE AT SAMBALPUR 
; FUNCTION SOON 


‘ V. trans- 
programme to set up terrestrial ee. in 
mitters in important cities of fhe es studios 
a phased manner and accordingly 


‘acludind 
have been set up in six States in 
Orissa. 


studio 
In view of the infrastructure ae Tele- 
facilities available under wise 5" 
vision Experiment Programme, purpos® 
district has been selected for the erate DY 
and a T.V. Centre is going to ea will 
the end of this month. The wa: 
cover about 650 villages within the - 
40 kilometres. Out of these hp roo 
Villages either electrified or in t ith 
Of electrification will be provided we 
sets. Community Viewing Organis iA inst 
Doordarshan will install 100 sets to 
Pieseand 460 in second phase tala” 
operated one after the other. The 


net 

and ° he 

tion cost of Rs. 13 lakhs t 
maintenance 


Cost will be bome of 
Doordarshan Organisation. Expendi otf? 
repair and Maintenance will also pe 979. 
by the same Organisation till March, 
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be 


The State 

identification ° 
OF installation 
of Villages and 
“nergy /charges 


on 

ist 
Government will ae of) 
f locations (preter oy 

of T. V. sets, ef 
; V. Centres, pa 4 
and remuneratr is 
Custodians, etc. It may be mena é 
that Satellite Instructional Telev ae 
et (SITE) was conducted by it 
g7nctch Organisation (ISRO) dU f 
5 to July 1976 and_ installed 
Sets in the district of Sambalpur. ie 

eG ani and the scheme na enc? 4 
Continued. With the past expe ntl, 
ecided to provide co am 1 

in cluster villages © 


PRIME MINISTER IN ORISSA 


The Prime Minister, Shri Morarji Desai who arrived here on a 2-days visit to Orissa 1s 
being greeted by the Governor, Shri B. D. Sharma, the Union Minister for Steel and 
Mines, Shri Biju Patnaik, the Chief Minister, Shri Nilamoni Routroy and the Minister for 
Cultural Affairs, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan at Bhubaneswar air-port on April 8, 1978, 


pa . f . i i he 29th Convocation of 
, ster of India, Shri Morarji Desai, addressing t : 
The Prime Hf bs University at Vani Vihar, Bhubaneswar on April 8, 1978. 


Prime Minister, Shri Morarji Desai 


IC meetj 


Prime Minister addresses a Press 


Meet at Raj Bhawan 


Prime Minister addresses Senior Officers of State Administration at Raj Bhawan, 
Bhubaneswar ; 


The Prime Minister, Shri Morarji Desai and the Chief Minister of Orissa, Shri Nilamoni 
Routroy near the foundation slab of Upper-Indravati Multi-purpose Project. 


: ; : 2 aypatna in 
The Prime Minister, Shri Morayji_ Desai addressing the public meeting at Jay’ 
Kalahandi district on the Occasion i 


i Multi- 
9 the foundation of the Upper-Indravati 
Putpose Project on April 9, 1978 


9 a 
than on the head of a 
bal Chief at Koraput on 
April 9, 1978, 


ae au} 17 OAH JO abe ey) Woy 3YyBU spueme pue sazyd yO Jgquinu e@ yipaso 404 O} UOM 

Y eusjoA~ eueg uewiny ‘mou siead g ynoge 40 By “ast U! yedsoid pue [}aM eer 
©} Jay Pasinpe [116 9131) yy Buissaiq alluM ‘1eSseq UYS “BZ6L 8 judy uo uemelg "PH 
Je mainaqu! ue ye wiy 0} UaAjB puepeb yoydwied ayy ypim eusioAr eueg }euINn> 
PepueeB ‘uondeye deep siy jo usxo} & se ‘eseq fiero LYS ars eld OUL 
YANNIM GHVMV TVNOILVN LSSDNNOA S3aSS318 YALSINIW AWIud 


CHAND SAUDAGAR 
AT PARADEEP 


The experimental sea voyadé 
campaign of a sailing boat “Chand 
Saudagar” to Bali has been 
inaugurated at Paradeep on 42th 
March 1978. The Union Ministe! 
for Steel and Mines Shri Bil’ 
Patnaik had inaugurated thls 
campaign and the Governor ° 
Orissa Shri B. D. Sharma presid@ 
* Over the function. 


This attractive sailing > 


“Chand Saudagar” a design unlike 
the boats used by the saudaga’s 
Of ancient Orissa or Kalinga 5 
been built at a cost of RS 
lakhs in Rajbagan dock. The Pl 
Minister had handed ovef 
sailing boat to the Explor. 
Club constituted under th "th 
Manship of Mihir Sen 
February 1978. 


me 


It has also been planned out te 
this sailing boat would st! 
historic voyage for indonesy 
the coming October from a 
Of Orissa and would sail 8°. at 
the Broch Harbour of H 


Within a period of six month 


ano 


en 


window 


Rourkela has ushered in a whole 
Rew world of steel creativity in India. 


First, as a major producer of flat 
Steel products like wide and heavy 
Plates, medium and light hot-rolled 
sheets and strips, cold-rolled sheets 
and strips, hot dipped and electro- 
lytic tin plates, galvanised sheets 
and strips, high silicon steel sheets 
for electrical equipment, etc—it has 
catered to the different needs and 
varied requirements of such crucial 
industries as chipbuilding, automo- 
tile. locomotive, fabrication, wagon 
building. dynamos, transformers, 


tubes and pipes. domestic appliances, 


85"cultural implements, defence 
@quipment, etc., and more besides. 


Then. it sot the paco for innovative 
technology as related to steel and 
allied products. 


From ERW pipe plant Rourkela 
graduated to India’s first Large 
Diameter Spiral Weld Pipe Plant. 


Besides, Rourkela also produces two 
types of chemical fertilizers-Calcium 
Ammonium Nitrate (SONA) and 
Ammonium Sulphate (RAJA). 


Production and productivity at 
Rourkela achieved new peaks of 


performance. For example production 


of saleable steel rose from 8.12 


to 11.74 lakh tonnes. Fertilizer {rom 


2.45 to 3.18 lakh tonnes. All the 


result of intensive efforts and vastly 


improved capacity utilization—96% 
in saleable steel and 88.3% in 
fertilizer 


A glimpse into Rourkela today ven 
feveal much more than this. It will 
reveal the concerted effort of 37,000 
people. sophisticated equipment, 
advanced know-how and research 
and development. 


It will reveal an acute sense of 
responsibility towards indus:n; and 
the nation as well. 


In short Rourkela presents a view 
of tomorrow, today. 
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asa GQ S166? elea ag agi 
AIAN SA ISI, Ao, 


DOA, AG, A@a, 6ai 


aI6A aIGea ZS gacoea oe 
22Ul Sagi ziga SA3Bq 
{2AM SOA, BIA wie 


SEQ Sseaqsa, queda 
IB) esa QrIVU| GaAaica 
MIU SAICIQ SQadla— 
FO Agi Zea AM] VAP? 
SIS Big Gaiqcs ad ase 
POG | 


Ve; 
* MO ae & 
ae MBO1R geo 


SQdq, S91 
PI MASq Racag 
Qaq a = 


Q— IG gy 


MAIGa qeaa, eo 
& Sai eGasa gaee" 
@ sae aaiasa viele 
Bisa Nae 1 esa AP 


